INSIDE 


Would King have joined 
the million man march 4 


Joe Clark, still Fiery 5 


S.T.E.R. organizes 
in New Jersey 8 


Banks write checks 
they can't cash 8 


NEW JERSEy DIVISION 


l NEWARK PUBLIC LIBRARY 


WS 


c 


Bulk Rate 
US Pasage 


Pinna Xs oral 
#119 


50¢ 


Volume 13, Number 15 


JANUARY 29 - FEBRUARY 4, 1997 


WHOOPI GOLDBERG 
APOLOGIZES TO GOV. 
WHITMAN OVER 
MISUNDERSTANDING 


TRENTON, N.J. 
(AP) —Whoopi 
Goldberg has 
apologized to 
Gov. Christie 
Whitman over 
any misunder- 
standing that she 
had asked for a 
state police escort to get to pre- 
inauguration ceremonies on time. 

Goldberg called Whitman’s of- 
fice Tuesday to offer her apologies, 
said Whitman’sspokeswoman, Becky 
Taylor, who spoke to Goldberg. 

Taylor said Goldberg was nice 
and explained that a member of a 
“non-partisan” inaugural committee 
made the request. 

“She was concerned that she not 
been seen as someone who was de- 
manding attention,” Whitman said. “I 
don’t even know that she knew the 
request had been put out.” 

The Presidential Inaugural Com- 
mittee asked state police Friday if 
troopers couldescortthe actress down 
the heavily traveled 148-mile-long 
highway, from the George Washing- 
ton Bridge to the Delaware Memorial 
Bridge. 

The state police executive protec- 
tion unit, which serves the governor, 
turned down the request because it 
wasn’t made for public safety rea- 
sons. Taylor said the governor was 
aware of the request, but left the call 
to state police. 

However, Goldberg did geta state 
police escort in Delaware and Mary- 
land. 

“I think it’s probably unfortunate 
for her,” Whitman said. “It’s never 
been about her.” 


KING’S SON: FATHER’S 
PRINCIPLES MUST 
CONTINUE 


ANN ARBOR, Mich. (AP) _ The 
principles of activism the Rev. Mar- 
tin Luther King Jr. used to fight rac- 
ism should be applied to today’s 
struggles for justice, his son told stu- 
dents at the University of Michigan. 

“Martin Luther King Jr. believed 
in people,” Martin Luther King II 
said Tuesday at the university’ s Michi- 
gan Alumni Center. “We've got to 
believe in people if we are going to 
resolve issues of poverty, racism and 
violence. 

“We must look deep down in our 
souls to find the will... We cannot 
afford to become apathetic.” 

King’s speech came a day after 
the nation commemorated his father 
with a holiday. 

He said if his father were still 
alive, he would be reaching back to 
help his followers overcome the dev- 
astating effects of poverty and vio- 
lence. 

“But he would be most concerned 
that we have not addressed the issue 
of racism,” King said. 

King, 39, urged students to be- 
come activists, using the “ballot, 
books and bucks” to further civil 
rights. 

“You are nevertoo young tothink 
about the electoral process,” he said. 
“If more young people became in- 
volved in the electoral process, more 
young people would go to the polls.” 


REPORT: BLACK- 
JEWISH ALLIANCE 
GAINING STRENGTH 


NEW YORK (AP)—Relations 
between blacks and Jews have im- 
proved as the ethnic groups are find- 
ing increased areas of common ground 
and purpose, according toa year-long 
study of media coverage. 

“What this does is very much 
shatter the myth that black-Jewish 
relationstoday involve only conflict,” 
Rabbi Mare Schneier, president of 
The Foundation for Ethnic Under- 
standing, said recently. 

Schneier’s group, financed by a 
grant from Steven Spielberg’s Righ- 
teous Persons Foundation, studied 
thousands of reports from hundreds 
of publications in a search for cover- 
age of black-Jewish relations. 

Aresearch team pared down those 
reports to ones involving racial issues 
between the communities. Positive 
storiesoutnumbered negative by more 
than 3 to 1. The period covered re- 
search was Dec. 1, 1995, through 
Dec. 15, 1996, 


BY David Wilkison 
Associated press writer 
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MONTCLAIR, NJI—Firefighters 
responding to a reported house fire 
made a grisly discovery Wednesday 
when they found two bound children, 
their sister and their mother all dead 
with gunshot wounds to the head. 

A gun was found on the chest of 
the mother, Delfrances Bennett, 30, 
but police were treating all the deaths 


as homicides pending the results 
autopsies. There wasno evidence of 
break-in and no suspects, Chief Th 
mas Russo said. 4 

“We're going to investigate 
possibilities and all angles,” Russ 
said. “We're going to give this a th 
ough investigation and not going t 
make a determination pending gi 
ting all the facts and pending the 
result from the medical examiner's 
office. 

Police would provide few detail 


Bennett said, “We're told it’s ba 
be a single mother on welfare, but it’s 


about Ms. Bennett, but she was the 
subject of an April story in The Star- 
Ledger of Newark about privatizing 


collection of delinquent child support 
payments. 


Ms. Bennett told the newspaper 
she had been on welfare and was now 
struggling to make ends meet with 
her job. 

“They ought to be as hard on the 
men as they are on the women,” Ms. 


to 


By Daryle Lamont Jenkins 


WASHINGTON, DC— The 
53rd Presidential Inauguration 
was the first to fall on Martin 
Luther King Day Jr. Day, and 
keeping with that spirit, Presi- 
dent Clinton used his inaugural 
address to call for unity among 
all Americans. 

President Clinton, sworn in 
by Chief Justice William 
Renquist, begins his second term 
as the first Democrat since Harry 


CAMDEN, NJ—Thomas A. 
Brown of Cinnaminson, who is the 
first African American appointed from 
Burlington County, was recently 
sworn-in as a judge of the Superior 
Court at the Hall of Justice in Camden. 

“Today we are installing on the 
bench an individual of the highest 
quality and character,” said Gov. 
Whitman. “On the professional side, 
Judge Brown’s accomplishments are 
lengthy and impressive. On the per- 
sonal side, he is a trailblazer and an 
inspiration.” 


Judge Brown previously served 
as an assistant United States Attor- 
ney, in the criminal division, in 
Camden. He has also served as a 
senior trial attorney for the federal 
Department of Labor. 

Judge Brown was born and raised 
in Camden and is a member of the 
Camden Professional Roundtable and 
the advisory board of the United Ne- 


gro College Fund, He is also a mem- 


S. Truman to be re-elected Presi- 
dent. Among the well-wishers on 
the platform with him were politi- 
cal foes and allies alike, including 
political nemesis Newt Gingrich. 

The conciliatory tone between 
politicians set the tone for 
Clinton’s remarks after he took 
his oath. “The American people 
returned to office a president of 
one party, and a Congress of an- 
other, Clinton said. “Surely they 
did not do this to advance the 
politics of petty bickering and ex- 
treme partisanship they plainly de- 


1 
ber of the tribal council of the | 
Powhatan Renape Indian Nation. | 

He is the first person of Native |] 
American descent ever appointed to 
the bench in New Jersey, and the first 
African American to be appointed 
from Burlington County. j 

“Judge Brown’s roots in Camden 
have remained strong. He is commit- 
ted to a new Camden where there is 
true community and where families f 
are strong,” said Gov. Whitman. “And | 
we move one step closer to that today 
withthe swearing in of Judge Brown.” 

Governor Whiman has been com- 
mitted to improving the racial diver- 
sity on the bench, as well as appoint- 
ing qualified minorities to the state's 
boards and commissions. 

Since taking office, Governor | 
Whitman has appointed over 400 
minorities to key boards and commis- | 
sions. 

In addition, she has appointed the 
first African American to New 
Jersey’s Supreme Court, 


plore 


| Semitic placards. 


Anti-Abortionists were among the protestors during the Inaugural ceremonies held on January 20. 


Clinton also said America 


‘needs to address its racial divi- 
‘sions and remedy what he referred 
[to as “America’s constant curse.” 


He singled out individuals who 
have used political and religious 
convictions to further their preju- 


‘dices. 


Seemingly illustrating the 
President’s point were a number 
‘of protesters along Pennsylvania 
‘Ave. holding anti-gay and anti- 
Other protest- 
ers included anti-abortion groups, 


hters dead 


OK tobe asi 
everywhere. 
Adrienne Cheeks, 9, and sister, 
Kristen, 7, were found on a mattress 
on the floor with their hands and legs 
bound with cloth beside 5-year-old 
sister Brittney Bennett. Ms. Bennett 
was at the foot of an adjacent bed. 
Russo would not disclose the 
number of wourds or uss the 
weapon found, including whether it 
had been fired. 
see MONTCLAIR DEATHS/page 5 


father with children 


Protestors rally as President delivers 
‘spirit of community’ message 


including Operation Rescue, who 
were initially barred from demon- 
strating along the parade route, until a 
court ruledin their favor. “Our great- 
est responsibility,” he said, “is to 
embrace a new spirit of community 
For any one of us to succeed, we must 
succeed as one America,” Clinton 
continued. 

The event focused on celebrating 
the life and work or Martin Luther 
King, Jr. The Hampton University 
Choir as well as the College of Wil- 
liam & Mary Choir were on hand to 
begin the ceremonies. Sanita Jack- 
son, closed the ceremonies with the 
National Anthem. She was accompa- 
nied by the Resurrection Choir, com- 
prised of members of churches that 
were burned in the South over the 
past year. 

‘The Inaugural Parade included 
the Andrew Cacho Drummers & 
Dancers, a Washington-based Af- 
rican dance group, and the march- 
ing-hand fron Florida A&M. 

Many of the African-Atmericans 
attending were particularly optimis- 
tic about Clinton’s second term. 
Among them were Wanda Neal and 
her sister Georgia Gilkey, County 
Supervisor for the Department of 
Human Services in Little Rock, Ark. 
Both were friends of PresidentClinton 
and were there to wish their native 
son well 

“I feel that he is going to build 
that bridge that includes (in) politics 
as well,” an ecstatic Ms. Neal re- 
marked. Ms. Gilkey agreed, and also 
pointed out the need for Americans to 
be concerned about welfare reform, 
which Clinton championedearlier this 
year. “I think it has been a long time 
coming for welfare reform,” she said. 
“Over the years, we created depen- 
dency as opposed to independence, 
and I like the President's (stance on) 
reforming the system which will be 
great for our people.” 

Robert Weaver, a real-estate in- 
vestor from Fort Worth, Texas said of 
Clinton's plans, "In his inaugural ad- 
dress, he laid out a plan of action, not 
only for the country but for individu- 
als as well," he said. "I think that 
during the next four years, as we 
approach the new millennium, we 
will see change." 


Judge Thomas Brown First Native American appointed to 
NJ bench, first African American from Burlington County 


eft to right, Gov. Christine Todd Whitman swears-inJudge Thomas A 


rown, Sabiene Hunter-Brown, his wife, daughter, Nicole Brown, oldes|| 


‘son lan Brown and Trevor Brown, his youngest son. 


Remembering the Movement 


REV. WILLIE 
SIMMONS 
TELLS HIS 
STORY 


Rev. Simmons and Yolanda King, 
daughter of Dr. Martin Luther 
King at recent YMWCA, Newark 
event. 


by Sonya Kimble-Ellis 


The Civil Rights Movement 
was a time of pain, struggle and 
eventually, accomplishment. There 
were church burnings, sit-ins, boy- 
cotts and marches, all in the name 
of the fight for equality. The Rev. 
Dr. Willie A. Simmons, president 
of the United Community Corpora- 
tion and Assistant Pastor of 
Newark’ s First Corinthian Baptist 
Church, stood on the front lines of 
the movement. 

Along with Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Andrew Young, Wyatt 1 
Walker, Rev. Ralph Abernathy and 
many others, Reverend Simmons 
faced'barking dogs, fire hoses and 
angry, shouting racists. His involve- 
ment in Civil Rights began soon 
after he became an ordained pastor 
at Birmingham’s New Bethel Bap- 
tist Church in 1960. He became 
active in the Alabama Christian 
Movement for Human Rights, an 
organization affiliated with the 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference. 

“At that time,” he told City 
News, “all the stores and restau- 
rants had colored and white sec- 
tions. There was a place in the back 
for Negroes to eat. The bus stations 
were the same. 

Born in Pell City, Alabama, 
Reverend Simmons later moved to 
Birmingham with his family. A few 
years after becoming a minister, he 
found himself marching down the 
streets of Birmingham, arm-in-arm 
with other freedom fighters. He re- 
calls marching past the mobs of 
people, being pushed to the ground 
by the force of the water hoses and 
watching people being beaten by 
police officers and attacked by dogs. 
“It was a terrible time,” he said, 
“but we were marching to bring 
down the walls of segregation. 

Before Rev. Simmons and the 
other marchers knew it, the Na- 
tional Guard had been called in by 
well-known racist Birmingham Po- 
lice Commissioner Bull Conner. 
They forced marchers into school 
buses and carted them off to jail. 
Simmons, himself, didn’t spend 
time in jail. But he spent time orga- 
nizing and trying to help others get 
out. It was Robert Kennedy who 
was ultimately able to get everyone 
out of jail. 

Soon after the jailing incident, 
four little girls were killed in a 
church bombing. Simmons knew 
these little girls and their families, 
and he grieved with them. But, Ac- 
cording to Rev. Simmons, the griev- 
ing, fear and constant opposition to 
the Civil Rights struggle would not 
be over for some time. 

In this interview he revealed 
that whites weren’t the only ones 
who opposed what Dr. King and 
his supporters were trying, to do. 
“There were ministers in Alabama 
who wouldn’t let us hold meetings 
in their churches,” Simmons said 
with a touch of sadness in his voice. 
“They were scared,” he said ex- 
plaining that a lot of ministers and 
blacks in the South didn’t fully 
support the Civil Rights Movement 
until after Martin Luther King Jr.’s 


see SIMMONS /page 4 
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WAYNE—interactive television (ITV) 
course can be taken at William Pater- 
son College, Hasbrouck Heights High 
School, Westwood High School, or 
School #26 in Paterson. For more 
information, call 201-595-2436. 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 30 


PLAINFIELD—"The Role of -Partner- 
ships in Improving the Health of the 
Community’ is the featured topic for the 
first meeting of the central New Jersey 
Partnership for Community Health Im- 
provement to be held at 5:30 pm at 
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center. 
For more information, call 908-668- 
3170. 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 31 


PLAINFIELD—The Senior Citizens 
Service Center invites the members to 
a Birthday Party starting at 1:30pm. 
Transportation can be provided. For 
more details call (908) 753-3506. 


CRANFORD—Course, “introduction to 
Computers” at Union County College. 
For more information, call Roy Smith, 
908-709-7501. 


Community Calendar 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1 


MIDDLETOWN—Central Jersey Tall 
Friends Club will have a wine/beer tast- 
ing party at 7:30 p.m. Cost is $ 6.00. 
Formore information call (908)957-0876 
by 1/21 


SATURDAYS, FEB. 1 - MAY 10 


JERSEY CITY—Jersey City State Col- 
lege will offer a preparation course for 
the NJ Real Estate Salesperson’s 
(Agent) Licensing Examination on Sat- 
urdays 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. on the JSC 
campus at 2039 Kennedy Blvd. For 
further information call (201) 200-3089. 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4 


EDISON—The Central Jersey Tall 
Friends Club will have an international 
dining night at South Pacific Restau- 
rant, 3126 Woodbridge Ave. For more 
information call (908) 906-7833 by 
Feb. 1 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5 


MONMOUTH—The Monmouth County 
Board of Chosen Freeholders will have 
a workshop meeting at 2 pm. For more 
information call (908) 431-7387. 


FAX your events to 908-754-1036. 


JANUARY 25- 2 


MIDDLETOWN—The work of photog- 
raphers Jeff Marti 


call Rev. Carol A. 
lindsey (908)755-6788. 


will be on display in the Heath Wing of 
the Red Hill Activity Center at Tatum 
Park, Red Hill Rd. It will be part of a 
larger exhibit designed to celebrate 
African-American culture and history. 
For more information, call (908)842- 
4000. For persons with hearing impair- 
ment, the TDD machine number is 
(908)219-9484, 


JANUARY 31-FEBRUARY 2 


NEW. YORK—National Black Fine Art 
Show at the Puck Bldg, Lafayette & 
Houston streets. For tickets and infor- 
mation, call (212)747-0612. 


THROUGH FEBRUARY 16 


NEW BRUNSWICK—Play, “The Meet- 
ing’, a ficfionalized account of a meet- 
ing between Malcom X and Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Starring Marcus Taylor, 
Cedric Turner, and Barry Lorne Smith. 
Atthe Crossroads Theatre, 7 Livingston 
‘Ave. For More information, call Cross- 
roads Box office (908)249-5560. 


FEB 1, 8, 15, 22, MAR 1, 8, 15, 22 


NORTH BRANCH—Sky Show, “Follow 
the Drinking Gourd,” which will teach 
the importance of the Big Dipper to 
runaway slaves at the Planetarium at 
Raritan Valley Community College, Rte. 
28 & Lamington Rd. For more informa- 
tion call (908)231-8805. 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1 


NEWARK—Films, "Zajota and the 
Boogie Spirit” by Ajoka Chenzira, “Didn't 
we Ramble On: The Black Marching 
Band" narrated by the late Dizzy 
Gillespie, and “Celebration: A Carib- 
bean Festival” by Karen Kramer, Part 
of the February Film Series at the New- 
ark Museum, Billy Johnson Auditorium, 
49 Washington St. For more informa- 
tion, call (201)596-6550. For TTY calls, 
(201)596-6355. 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2 


PLAINFIELD—Speaker, Dr. Larry 
Leverett, Superintendent of Schools. 
Cross of Life Church, 1240 East Sev- 
enth St. Also performing is the all-male 
Christian step team, the Nubian Gents. 


, “The KKK Boutique 
Ain't Just RedNecks”, co-sponsored by 
the Aljira Art Gallery. At the Newark 
Museum, Billy Johnson Auditorium, 49 
Washington St. For more information, 
call (201)596-6550. For TTY calls, 
(201)596-6355. 


* MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3 


EDISON—Africa in Motion Dance The- 
ater featuring Gregory Ince and Malika 
Imam opens a month long program 
themed “Success Runs in our Race” at 
Middlesex County College, 11 a.m., in 
the College Center, 155 Mill Rd. For 
more information call Patrick Mathias, 
(908)906-2566. 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4 


WOODBRIDGE—Brenda Cosey (I), 


national first vice president of © 


Blacks In Government, recently 


presented a plaque to Retiree | 


Roberta Douglas. Douglas retired 
as the chief executive officer for 


the Woodbridge Developmental — 


Center. About 250 officials, staff, 
friends and family honored her ata 
retirement dinner on January 17, 
1997 in the Cameo Restaurant, 


Woodbridge. Douglas had also © 
served as Chairperson of the Na- | 


tional Board of Directors of Blacks 
In Government. Douglas retired 

after 31 years with the New Jersey 
State Department of Human Ser- 
vices. She started as an institu- 
tional assistant at the Woodbridge 
center in February 1965. After vari- 
ous assignments at other centers 
and a degree in nursing and a 
master’s degree, she returned to 
the Woodbridge center as CEO on 


July 30, 1990. She and her hus- 


band, Alford, a retired engineer for 
the Long Island Railroad, will live 
in their newly-built home in 
Fredricksburg, Virginia. William 
Waidman, Commissioner of the 
New Jersey State Department of 
Human Services also attended the 
retirement dinner. 


expression, whether in a creative vein, personal alliance or moneymaking scheme. 


YOUR WEEKLY HOROSCOPE 
BY MISS ANNA 


IF YOUR BIRTHDAY IS THIS WEEK: Your social agenda will be quite 
lively for the next several months. You will have your fair share of popularity with 
the opposite sex, and there is great potential for a new romance. Regarding money| 
matters, try to consolidate any future gains into one solid investment. 


ARIES: (March 21-April 20) 
Your spirit of independence and adventure is strong during the week, and youl 
may likely seek answers and opportunities far from home. Hasty decisions to| 
questions concerning the job or everyday routine need to be avoided. Steer clear of| 
troublemakers. 
TAURUS: (April 21 - May 21) 
Your mate or business partner will be very helpful in matters Ti to financial 
dealings. Don’t be to sure of what seem: 
‘There are a few opportunites in various areas which will expand your horizons 
GEMINI: (May 22 - June 21) 
An agreement with a companion can unleash a new potential for mutual 


You have the tendency to take much for granted and magnify situations which are not} 
all that they seem; be careful. 
CANCER: (June 22 - July 23) 
Stick to routine matters and get as much accomplished as possible with minimal 
fuss, People both at home and at work will appreciate your diligence and efficiency. 
Drawon your ur things. You'll need| 
help from others. 
LEO: (July 24- August 23) 
Your creative juices are flowing in all directions, and positively affecting 
everything you do. Your heightened creativity and inventiveness will add another| 
dimension to your work. Instead of forging ahead on your own, it’s best to enlist the 
help of others close to you. 
VIRGO: (August 24 - September 23) 
Be extra cautious in communications with a loved one. Avoid arguing and using] 
a take charge attitude, for this is definitely a joint venture. There may be a problem| 
at work with a new co-worker, so rise above resentments and reach for a new status| 
haki hard work. 
LIBRA: (September 24 - October 23) 
This week is no time to let your emotions overrule your mind, try hard to follow 
your intuitions. Between ups and downs in home life, romance, creative pursuits and| 


Finances, you will fee! like you are on a seesaw gone wild, Somehow, everything will 
turn out fine. 

SCORPIO: (October 24 - November 22) 

Your intuition is in high gear now, so itpays to listento your inner voiceregarding 
a financial deal. In other matters, particularly your homelife, it will probably be 
necessary to compromise. Zero in on routine chores and you will accomplish quite a 


ASBURY PARK—John R. Brown, left, owner of El Lobo Negro Art 
Gallery, and Artist Jerry C.Harris, Teaneck, display his "Summer In The 
City" painting. Harris' three-demensional relief palms depicts a typi- 
cal summer scene in his native New Yous City, 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 23 - December 21) 

Forge ahead and climb up that career ladder, you have more support from higher! 

ups than you realize. Diverse trends favor your money activities, but don’t be tempted 

to throw away advantages you’ ve gained to obtain instant profits. Don’t try to please 

everyone 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 - January 20) 

Try to complete unfinished odds and ends at work by mid-week, when personal 

interests will take over. Cooperation from others is scarce, so no matter what you do, 

there will probably bea bit of trouble. Your financial picture is becoming rather rosy, 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 - February 19) 

This week could be rather hectic, and you have the tendency to overdue it, so atl 

least try to pace yourself. Try not to overspend, because coming up short will be| 

tougher to work your way out of, Your pleasing manner and attractiveness will be 

aling with the public. 

(February 20 - March 20) 


ant of the EXODUS Support Group, 
oore, EXODUS founder and CEO. 


Janice Starks (2nd from rt.), presi 
presents a $300 check to Keith 
i abk 


EDISON—Afri Inventors 
exhibit and presentation at Middlesex 
County College, 155 Mill Rd. 10 am-1 
pm with a lecture at 12 noon. For more 
information, call Patrick Mathias, (908) 
906-2566 


JERSEY CITY—Michael Strickland will 
deliver Jersey City State College's “First 
Annual Paul Robeson Scholar Lecture. 
11 am at Jersey City State College, 
2039 Kennedy Bivd. For more informa- 
tion, call 201-200-3524. 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5 


NEW BRUNSWICK—African-American 
Inventors, exhibit and presentation 10 
am-1 pm, with a lecture at 10:30 am 
Middlesex County College New 
Brunswick Center 317 George Street. 
For more information, call Patrick 
Mathias, (908) 906-2566, 


TV—Just Black?" will air on ODYS- 
SEY (formerly the Faith & Values Chan- 
nel) at 10 pm, and will repeat at 1am. 
This program features the candid 
thoughts of biracial college students on 
their mixed racial heritage. 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6 


EDISON—Keith Marks, jazz musician, 
performs at the Middlesex County Col- 
lege College Center 155 Mill Rd., 12 
noon. For more information, call Patrick 
Mathias, (908) 906-2566. 


Join us for "Sissi 


fone 


BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
at 
Cross of Life Lutheran Church 
1240 East 7th Street, Plainfield 908-755-6788 


& Special Musi al, Groups each Sunday of 
Feb. 2h j 


Mt, Superintendent of 
Queens 


Priory at 
St. Joseph's Plaza 
233 West 


February 15, 1997 
ie Priory 
é 6:00 p.m. & 8:00 p.m. i 
> Dinner & Show 


For Ticket Information Call: 


Sound Central KMH 
266 1/2 Lyons Ave. Enterprises Inc. 


Newark, NJ (201) 242-8012 (201) 923-4000 


Scotch Plains, NJ 
(908) 283-1362 


Co} = || [Co 


Business activities may be a bit Peele perhaps your expectations are| 
-ding possil If: 


and the group’s advisor, and Hangen Robin nt the group's traa; [exci a 
surer. EXODUS is a rehabilit male jon the job, you could be right, Do some investigating on your On, and don’t 


abusers. Proceeds were froma dafice epaliored i by the support group. |overre 


invites you to nominate 


your candidate for the 


eh 
AR 


Second Annual 100 Most Influential Award 
| Event: May 1, 1997 
} For information call 908-754-3400 


(Please only use official nomination form below) 
La 
Recognizing the 100 Most Influential who have fostered the progress of 
black people or the rebuilding of New Jersey's urban centers 


‘You must use this form or one from City News to nominate a person for the 100 Most Influential. You must identify 
yourself and a phone number where you can be reached. The 2nd Annual 100 Most Influential will be held May 1, 1997. 


Nomination Form 
All information is confidential. Deadline is February 1, 1997, 


's name. 

Address. City. State Zip. 

Home phone. Business phone. Fax. 

Briefly describe why you feel your inee has contri igni! tothe f black 
people in New Jersey or to the rebuilding of New Jersey's urban centers. 
Your name. Phone. 
Address. City. State___Zip 
How do you know 

Send to: City News 100, PO Box 191, Plainfield, NJ 07060 or fax to (908) 753-1036. 


For information call (908) 754-3400. 
Nominee Categories: Please check one category 


— Education —Economic & Community Development 
—Minority Business Enterprise — Corporate Community Involvement 
—Entertainment& Sports —Politics, Law & Government 
Health, Science & Technology —Media, Arts & Culture 
For — Religion —CivilRighs ~ 
cali (908) 754-3400 
$ Y % 
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Africa 
urged to 
invest in 
human 
resources 


LUSAKA, ZAMBIA — Well 
trained personnel, rather than natural 
resources, hold the key to Africa’s 
economic growth, said Professor 
George Benneh, president of the As- 
sociation of African Universities, at 
the opening of the association’s ninth 
general conference in Lusaka, Zam- 


ja. 

“This is the challenge that faces 
African universities and this is also 
the reason why African governments 
have to invest more in training and 
research,” Benneh said. 

African universities, he said, 
needed to increase research and help 
society find solutions to problems 
like hunger, disease and poverty. Fail- 
ure to reach these types of goals could 
make African universities lose public 
confidence in the 21st century, he 
said. 


The secretary-general of the As- 
sociation of International Universi- 
ties, Franz Eberhard, said that it was 
crucial for developing countries to 
break out of downward spiral of de- 
pendence and of underdevelopment. 
He, too, said that governments had a 
crucial role in funding higher educa- 
tion and research, as well as creating 
the right atmosphere to enable Afri- 
can scholars to deliver what was ex- 
pected of them. 

PANA reports that Zambian Presi- 
dent Frederick Chiluba, who officially 
opened the conference Monday, ap- 
pealed to demographers, economists 
and other social scientists to examine, 
critically, some of the current theo- 
ries which he said were alien to Afri- 
can conditions. Chiluba said that aca- 
demics should develop theories that 
more correctly explain Africa’s prob- 
lems. 
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BY SARA SILVER 
Associated Press Writer 


NEW YORK—Two days after 
Bill Cosby’s only son was slain, a 
woman claiming to be the 
entertainer’ s illegitimate daughter was 
arrested in an unrelated attempt to 
extort $40 million, federal prosecu- 
tors said Monday. 

Meanwhile, police in California 
located two possible witnesses to the 
Killing of Ennis Cosby on Monday 
and turned them over to investigators 
for questioning. 

Autumn Jackson, 22, demanded 
the money to keep from going to a 
tabloid. She and Jose Medina, 54, 
who was to write her story, were 
arrested Saturday at a New York law 
firm representing Cosby after signing 
a purported $24 million settlement to 
“end everything,” said U.S. Attorney 
Mary Jo White. 

According to the FBI, the family 
of Bill Cosby apparently had made 
payments to Autumn Jackson foredu- 
cational purposes for several years, as 
he does for numerous other young 


By Calvin Johnson 


NEW YORK—MetLife Insur- 
ance Company and One Hundred 
Black Men, Inc. of New York hosted 
areunion luncheon for 14 young men 
andone young woman at the MetLife 
Building at 1 Madison Avenue. The 
OHBM provided both scholarships 
and a business person from the com- 
munity who served as a mentor for 
each recipient. 

The 15 scholarship recipients 
were chosen from academic achiev- 
ers in the African-American commu- 
nity in New York City who demon- 
strated a proven commitment to their 
school, community or civic activities. 
Toenhance the value of the schol- 
arship program, OHBM teamed up 
with MetLife, which has “adopted” 
the students for the duration of their 
college career. As their corporate 
“parent,” MetLife will help these 
students “stay the course” over the 


next four years by providing them 
with their own Toshiba laptops and 
hosting an ongoing series of work- 
shops. Through these workshops, 
which range from personal money 
management, the Internet, resume 
writing, networking tips and career 
building strategies, Met Life will of- 


Met Life and One Hund 


people in need of assistance. 

Cosby categorically denied that 
the woman is his daughter, according 
to family spokesman David Brokaw, 
who said Cosby’s lawyers had a copy 
of the woman’s birth certificate prov> 
ing he is not her father. 

The affidavit said Jackson fir 
demanded money from Bill Cosbyin 
November, saying she was “out 
money.” Lawyers for the family then 
sent her $3,000 for tuition assistance: 

In December, she left a message 
at Cosby’shome, which was returned 
by his lawyer, who explained that 
entertainer would only pay educa: 
tional expenses. 

She first threatened to sell her 
story on Jan. 7, and then made several 
calls from a Burbank, Calif. hotel t 
Cosby’s lawyers, including a fax “on 
or about” Thursday, the day that the 
younger Cosby was slain, saying itis 

“urgent that you contact me to make 
certain gk need mor 


T 


L 


City News 3: 
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Jackson and Medina were sched- 
uled to appear at a hearing Tuesday in 
federal court. If convicted of extor- 
tion, they each face up to five years in 
prison and a $250,000 fine. 

Even though both suspects in the 
extortion case were identified as be- 
ing from Southern California, authori- 
ties say it appears unrelated to last 
Thursday’ s shooting death of Cosby’s 
27-year-old son in Los Angeles. 

“There is no evidence that the 
extortion scheme is connected with 
the death of Ennis Cosby,” White 
said. 

Meanwhile, as sketches of a sus- 

ect and a possible witness brought 
e ot calla police, two wit- 
nesses were picked up by police at a 
drug store in the Los Angeles suburb 
of Torrance, and turned over to the 
LAPD. 

KCBS-TV said officers went to 
the store after a neighbor reported 


that appeared 


ies and I need monies ı now.” 

The lawyers contacted the FBI 
which began monitoring calls on Fri 
day, and arranged the fictitious settle 
ment agreement. 


fer insight into the corporate world 
and the skills necessary to achieve 
future success. : 

The luncheon was introduced by, 
Horace Melton, Director of MetLife) 
African-American Target Market andi 
Hugh Edwards, Senior Marketing” 
Consultant for African-American 
Target Market. 4 

David Levene, executive vice= 
president of MetLife also welcomed) 
and congratulated the students. “Pros 
grams like this give a concentration 
on youth and provides a relationship” 
between teaching and reducing E 
lence,” said Levene. 

Luther Gatling, President of One 
Hundred Black Men, Inc., and Presi: 
dent of his own company, Credit 
Counseling Services, said the lun= 
cheon represents the commitment of 
the One Hundred Black Men to edu-> 
cation and youth. 

“We took over a troubled school, 
Theodore Roosevelt School, in the” 
Bronx and helped improve achieve- 1 
ment. We are committed to educa- | 
tion,” he said. In his keynote address, 
he encouraged students to stay the 
course. After the luncheon students 
attended workshops which included: 
“Strategies for Building Successful, 
Careers” lead by Senior Vice Presi: 
dent MetLife Real Estate Investments, 
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to match the one driven by a witness 
shown in one of the sketches. 

But police emphasized that the 
witnesses were not suspects, and 
wouldn’t say whether they matched 


the sketches or the information about 
the car. 

“The most I can tell you at this 
point in time is they are being identi- 
fied as witne: .” said Torrance Po- 
lice Lt. Steve Gilliam. 

The suspect in the killing was 
described as a white man, 25 to 32 
years old, of average height and weight 
and wearing a light-colored knit cap. 
Police also were seeking a white man 
in his late 20s to early 30s with a 
mustache, a goatee and possibly a 
mole onhis left cheek, who was wear- 
ing a dark-colored beret and driving a 
blue hatchback car. 

Cosby, a graduate student at Co- 
lumbia University, was fatally shot 
while changing a flat tire. 

APD spokesman Cmdr. Tim 
McBride said investigators were un- 
sure whether there may be more than 
one suspect and whether anything 
was taken from Cosby’s car, although 
robbery remains the likely motive. 

In deference to Cosby’s wishes, 
the CBS television show “Cosby” 
went on as scheduled Monday night, 
with a silent tribute at the end show- 
ing a picture of Ennis Cosby and the 


Woman claiming to be Cosby daughter arrested 


words: “My Hero, My Son.” 

Meanwhile, the tabloids, encour- 
aged by Cosby, have launched a bid- 
ding war: The Globe announced a} 
$200,000 reward to top the National 
Enquirer's $100,000 offer for infor- 
mation leading to an arrest and con- 
viction 

Stan Goldman, a Loyola Univer- 
sity law professor, cautioned that just 
as in the O.J. Simpson murder case 
the tabloids could do more harm than 
good. 

He pointed out that a witness 
testified before a grand jury that 
she saw Simpson driving away 
from the crime scene at the time 
of the killings of his ex-wife and! 
her friend. But because she sold 
her story to a tabloid, the pros- 
ecution feared she was tainted at 
never called her. 

“The jury is going to 180k} 
skeptically at information that: 
came in solely as a result of a: 
added 
ssor at 


Myrna Raeder, 


Southwestern School of Law. 
“The real question is what is the 
information and is it believable?” 


James Lipscomb; Three Dimensions 
of Success, conducted by Dr. Larry 
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Craft, CraftSystems and a Technol- 


ogy Demonstration given by Frances 


pt 
ffToshiba laptops given by MetLife to each scholar selected. 


ed Black Men promote Scholarship 
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EDITORIAL 


Use our history to focus 
on future and progress 


As we move from celebrating the national holiday recognizing the birth] 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and move into celebrating Black History month, 
there is growing realization that black America is at a new cross roads on how 
to move forward. Do we stay locked into the past, civil rights and cultural 
celebration, or do we move toward the future, economic rights and cultural 
liberation? During this transition, as in the 1960's, there is a period off 
confusion. While many in of the black community continue to push the| 
system to help solve the problems which the systems continues to perpetuate 
that deny us equal access, others of us will focus on those areas necessary to] 
build our economic system. While there is an increasing demand to accept 
either an economic solution or a political solution, in reality both roads must 
be traveled. 

We cannot forget that the Civil Rights movement generated the greatest} 
liberation of blacks in the world. More black men and women moved into the| 
middle class, black income rose significantly, more black youth entered 
colleges and universities and obtained degrees, and more black men and 
women entered the corporate workforce. The revenue of blacks, nearly $400} 
billion annually, is larger than the GNP of the 6" largest nation in the world, 
We cannot abandon the principles of the Civil Rights movement. In fact the| 
tools of the Civil Rights movement: affirmative action, set asides, and 

ful that those who fear black progress 
want them repealed. These merchants of divide and conquer politics, have| 
used race, fear, crime, and economic down turns, over the last 20 years, to} 
vilify black men and women and the tools of the Civil Rights tol 


By C. Mason Weaver 


nomic power? 
Have you ever noticed that Japa- 


What is the goal of the black 
community? Economic power or po- 
litical power? Political power is a 
group experience; it is usually ac- 
quired through a structured organiza- 
tion, run by clearly defined leaders, 
for the purpose of meeting mutually 
agreed upon goals. People can join 
together for political power under 
many different organizations and 
groups. You can be a member of a 
political party or an ideological con- 
stituency. You can work toward your 
political means as amember of groups 
like the Concerned Women for 
America, National Organization for 


Women, John Birch Society or your 


local church. This is a proven, suc- 
ssful way to ensure political power. 
But does political power ensure eco- 


g 


nese “ ” do not seem to 


worry about how many Japanese Con- 


self-determination. 

While we prepare ourselves for 
the season of black cultural aware- 
ness, let us also prepare ourselves for 


Ever hy 
_ you do not have a Korean Congres- 
sional Caucus? It seems odd to me 
That “Arab Americans” and “Jewish 
“Americans” with such strong and tra- 
“ditional political priorities seem more 
interested in economics in America 
“than politics. Why? Because econom- 
ics, not cs, is the path to achiev- 
ing real personal freedom. 
However, economic power em- 
powers the individual, not social lead- 
ers. The social leaders of every group 
are only interested in political power 
because that empowers them. If the 
individual becomes powerful, that in- 
dividual will notneed a leader. That is 
why we have so much focus on politi- 
a cal power, not the power of 


from our cultural 
chains. While we celebrate the 
make-believe festival of Kwanzaa in 
December, honor Martin Luther King 
Jr. in January and clothe ourselves in 
African costumes during February, 
letus remember the reason some of us 
still feel oppressed: the drugs, crime, 
high taxes, bad schools and welfare 
are due more from lack of money than 
lack of political power. 

I do not care how you define the 
“black culture.” If the culture has no 
strong semi-independent economic 
base, then it resembles a plantation, 
not a community. The civil rights 
movement was very much about gain- 
ing control over economic meat 
and not so much about gaining pol 


cal power as an end in itself. Of 
course, voting rights were a very im- 
portant issue during the civil rights 
movement. But the March on Wash- 
ington, boycotts, demonstrations and 
civil disobedience often focused on 
jobs. 

Jobs were the reason Martin 
Luther King traveled to Memphis the 
week of his assassination. Jobs were 
the inspiration for the 1964 Civil 
Rights Act and the motivation behind 
the passage of affirmative action laws. 


Civil rights are of little help if the ‘ 


individual cannot secure income and 


take advantage of the right to live and ` 


work where he pleases. Economic 
freedoms are not decided by political 
parties ora social culture, itis decided 
by the individual willing to sacrifice 
all he has for all he desires. That is 
freedom and that is America. 


Would King have participated in the Million Man March? 


make the tools politically incorrect. We found many including the President] 
abandoning association with these tools in favor of verbiage more palatable] 
to their constituency. 

Make no mistake about it, there has always been a point in history where| 
the politicians betrayed the liberation of black men and women. Historically, 
black men and women have had to fight their own battles and not solely rely 
‘on those who want to be politically correct to speak for them. But they have] 
always been joined by those with a moral conscious and that time is now. 

In order to regain the conservative voter, blacks may find democrats 
playing hide and seek on issues of progress for black America. Likewi 

id Democrats, may to supporta plan to help blacks} 
gain economic power. Yet moving away from a civil rights agenda to a 
economic rights plan is necessary and we must use our history to focus on 


progress in the future. 


COMMENTARY 


Celebrating “OURSTORY” 


by Kai A. Niyonu 


Peace FAMILY, we have been 
stripped of “ourstory” since landing 
on the shores of this Western world. 
ey (his-story) was taught to us 
on his version of our accom- 
A ahnicnivwhilecueune NADENE. 

As our teenagers say, we have 
been “dissed” dis- ‘ted from our 


our problems. Since knowledge is 
power, in knowing “ourstory” we will 
grow in POWER— power organized 
working for economic rebirth!!! 
Make a pledge today, right now 
to study and reflect on “ourstory” 
beyond 28 days [February]. Brother 
Carter G. Woodson would be pleased 
to know that his efforts to establish 
the “Negro Week” was not a waste. 
Make his family proud that you have 
made a to yourself and 


heritage (our roots asa people). Some 
of us do not look towards Afraka as 
“The Cradle of Civilization.” Our 
umbilical cord was cut from Afraka. 
We have been pumped up with a 
negative image of Afraka that is fre- 
quently portrayed to us through tele- 
vision and the media. Yet the “other” 
men live on the motherland. Think 
about it. 

It is a recognized fact that we, as 
Black people do not have a birth 
record. Why then, are we only focus- 
ing on “ourstory” in February, which 
is the shortest month of the year? It is 
time that we take charge of our educa- 
tion and decide for ourselves how 
tong we will commit ourselves to 
Study and reflect on “ourstory.” 

We have such a rich heritage and 
have contributed greatly to humanity 
that there’s NO REASON why we 
should limit ourselves to 28 days of 
Studying “ourstory.” It is time that we 
take kontrol of our lives, and solve 


kind in a constructive and productive 


By Dr. Keith Orlando Hilton 


others who supported South Africa’s 
a Bp berate movements. 


The 1995 Million Man March 
(MMM), like the 1963 March on 
Washington, was bigger than any one 
man, however, four men deserve to 
be recognized at this time — A. Philip 
Randolph, Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., the Most Honorable Elijah 
Muhammad and Minister Louis 
Farrakhan. 

We strongly urge readers to take 
the time to re-read Dr. King’s entire | 
“| Have a Dream” speech. Don’t just 


To attorney Johnnie 
$ foi who said in his closing ar- 
) guments in the 1995 O.J. Simpson 
$ trial, “If you cannot believe the mes- 
© senger, you mustreject the message.” 

Therefore, “If you cannot believe 
Minister Farrakhan, then you must 
4 reject his correct call for Black re- 
} empowerment.” 

It is important to be that Dr. 
T King’s e Southern 


“straightening his Black back” when 
he opposed the Vietnam W: 


Some who now criticize 
Farrakhan and evoke King’s name 
from King 


seize the moment, because this mo- 
ment can never be again.” 


Some may be surprised to find | 


that King’s message about. Black 


because he made such an anti- 
American” statement; “...My nation 
is the greatest purveyor of violence 
in the world.” 

Those who say that the MMM 
was bigger than one man are correct, 
however, one man stepped forward 


Christian Ledges Ga. 
(SCLC) was supportive and right on 


recite the sound bites that we hear estage at the Million Man March. 


each January. 
As to the Million Man March: 
You can’t separate the message from 


the messenger. In other words, those” 


who were in favor of the 1995 March 
should continue rallying around Min- 


ister Farrakhan rather than distancing £ 


themselves. 
It should be noted that even when 7 


pressured, Mandela refused to de-l 


nounce Castro, Arafat, Gadhafi and” 


Ifin 1995 SCLC remained true to 
| the legacy of King, then it stands to 
reason that he would be proud of his 
organization, the Nation of Islam and 
the other groups that came together 
on Oct. 16th. 

By 1968, five years after the 1963 
March on Washington, Dr. King, how- 
ever, was also being criticized by 
some groups that praised him earlier. 
They didn’t like the fact that he was 


f Randolph, Delaney, 
Trotter, Muhammad and Garvey and 
initiated a call for re-empowerment 
just as another man did 32 years 
earlier. 

Although Minister Louis 
Farrakhan continues to downplay his 
role in this march, he deserves full 
credit for jump-starting this event. 
Only the disciplined, strong Fruit of 
Islam could have organized such a 
massive march. 

“One million Black men will not 
be ignored,” he said. “We must rise 
up in this time and seize the hour, 


was very consistent 
with that of Minister Farrakhan’s 
speech about Black re-empowerment. 

The 1963 March on Washington 
was about jobs and freedom. Yes, ra- 
cial equality was an important issue 
then and remains so today, however, 
the March was primarily about em- 
powering the Black community. 

On Oct. 16, 1995, over two million 
Black men together rekindled that re- 
empowerment process. And anyone 


who continues to say that ONLY , 


400,000 people tuned out forthe March 
needs to be looked at with suspicion. 

As a follow-up to the MMM, the 
NOI convened two other major 1996 
world events, the National Political 
Convention in St. Louis and on Oct. 16, 
at the United Nations Plaza in New 
York, the observance of World’s Day 
of Atonement. The world also watched 
these events with great interest. 


JaxFax recalls high points of President's address 


Reprinted from JaxFax, the newsletter of the Rainbow Coalition 


WASHINGTON, DC—There 


lebrat- 


“Todefine ourselves, name ourselves, 
create for ourselves, and speak for 
ourselves, without being spoken for 


by others.” - Kawaida Theory by 
Maulana Karenga. 

“Afrakan people, must no longer 
allow ourselves to be “enslaved” by 
the world view of others...” - page 4, 
Kupigana Ngumi by Shaha Mfundishi 
Maasi and Mfundishi J.H. Hassan K. 
Salim. 

Goto yourlocal library and book- 
stores and get books and videos on 
“ourstory” and read and learn what- 
everyou can todevelopastrong sense 
of pride in being the mighty people 
we are. Attend as many Kultural 
events as you can and take the chil- 
dren with you, make it a family affair. 
The library is free to the public so go 
and utilize the resources therein. 


Simmons 


death. Some people felt that blacks 
should “know their place.” They saw 
freedom fighters as “rabble-rousers” 
and “troublemakers. 

Much has been written about Dr. 
King and many vintage film clips 
shown. But what was he really like? 
“I got to talk to Martin several times,” 
Simmons shared “I don’t think, ini- 
tially, that he knew he was chosen. He 
didn’t realize he was chosen to lead 
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the struggle. It was just cast upon 
him.” 

More than thirty years after his 
work with the Civil Rights Move- 
ment, Rev. Simmons is now able to 
enjoy the fruits of his labor. He can sit 
inthe front of the bus; eat at any lunch 
counter; vote; and, drink from any 
water fountain. And best of all, he’s 
able to share his story with the count- 
less people who weren’t there. 
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ing Dr King’s birthday on the same 
day President Clinton was inaugu- 
rated forhis second term. For those of 
us in Rainbow/PUSH, the highlights 
for the day were provided by Rever- 
end Jackson's inspired preaching at 
the early morning prayerbreakfast, as 
he offered to help the President mobi- 
lize and energize the population on 
behalf of change and reform and the 
marvelous singing of Sand La Jack- 
son, backed up by choirs from burned 
churches. 

Much of President Clinton’s in- 
augural address was also worth re- 
membering. After all, it’s not every 
day in America that a President talks 
about the curse of the racial divide in 
our history. Jaxfax is discussed some 
of those high points below (with em- 
phasis added). 

Frankly, we would like to see the 
President make the history books be- 
cause great presidents, enlightened 
presidents, are known fortaking risks, 
for standing up for the common 
people, for finding solutions to age- 
old problems. The great historic presi- 
dents expanded the “big tent” that is 
the promise of America, using the 
help of an energized people. 

When the President strays from 


“Martin Luther King’s dream was 

the American dream. His quest is our 

| quest—the ceaseless striving to live 
out our true creed. 

“Our history has been built on 
such dreams and labors, and by our 
dreams and labors we will redeem the 
promise of America in the 21st cen- 


g 


“The divide of race has been 
America’s constant curse. In fact, the 
new wave of immigrants gives new 
targets to old prejudices. Prejudice 
a contempt, cloaked in the pretense 


gether. 
“And for the very first time in all 
of history, more people on this planet 
live under democracy than dictator- 
ship. 
“In this new land, education will 
be every citizen’s most prized pos- 
session. Our schools will have the 
highest standards in the world, igait- 
ing the spark of possibility in the eyes 
of every girl and every boy. And the 
doors ofhigher education will be open 
to all. 
“The knowledge and power of 
the ii age will be within 


political are 
ho different. They have nearly de- 
Ístroyed us in the past. They plague us 
‘still. They fuel the fanaticism of ter- 
‘ror. They tormentthe lives of millions 
lin fractured nations around the 
world... 

“We cannot, we will not, suc- 
‘cumb to the dark impulses that lurk in 
‘the far regions of the soul, every- 
‘where. We shall overcome them, and 
we shall replace them with the gener- 
ous spirit of a people who feel at 
home with one another. 

“Our rich texture of racial, reli- 
gious and political diversity will be a 
godsend in the 2Ist century. Great 
rewards will come to those who can 

Hive together, learn together, work 
“together, forge new ties that bind to- 


these words, we will remind him; but f 


when the President andthe First Lady | 


stand up for them, we will fightalong. 
side. 
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reach not just to the few, but to every 
classroom, every library, every child.” 
“Everyone who can work will 
work with today’s permanent 
underclass becoming a part of 
tomorrow's growing middle class.” 
“Ourchildren will sleep free from 
the threat of nuclear, chemical or bio- 
logical weapons...And the world’s 
greatest democracy will lead a whole 


bridge wide enough and strongenough 
for every American to cross over to a 
blessed land of new promise.” 

Revisionist history: Jaxfax be- 
lieves it is worth pointing out that 
despite the media slant on this issue, 
Reverend Jackson did not change his 
position on Ebonies; rather, the Oak- 
land School Board refined their ini- 
tial position, at which point they 
reached common ground. 

Jaxfax wants to offer our best 


wishes to Labor Secretary-designate — 


Alexis Herman, as she begins the 
confirmation process. She has earned 
her chance to help the working men 
and women of this country to a better 
life. 

Jaxfax is pleased to offer our as- 
sistance in lobbying for a Paul 
Robeson Centennial Stamp to be is- 
sued in 1998. Sadly, the vast majority 
of Americans do not even recognize 
thename of this great American Trail 


blazer. He was the second African » 


from Columbia 


world of 

“And in this land of new promise 
we will have reformed our politics so 
that the voice of the people will al- 
ways speak louder than the din of 
narrow interest, regaining the partici- 
pation and deserving the trust of all 
Americans.” 

“Yes, let us build our bridge, a 


University Law tbo akeen scholar, 
agifted athlete and actor, and he fought 
tirelessly against racism. Join us by 
writing a letter of support to Dr. Vir- 
ginia Noelke, Chair Citizens Advi- 


sory Stamp Committee, 475 L’Enfant $ 


Plaza SW, Pm 4474 Washington, DC 
20260 


African-American children 


hit hard by poverty 


By Vladimire Herard 


Children below age six are swell- 
ing the ranks of theneediest African- 
American youngsters endure the 
greatest incidence of poverty of any 
ethnic group nationally, a Columbia 
University study revealed. 

The study, “One in Four: 
America’s Youngest Poor,” by the 
National Center for Children in Pov- 
erty at Columbia University School 
of Public Health, found that the num- 
ber of impoverished children under 
age six nearly doubled nationally 
from 3.5 million to 6.1 million be- 
tween 1979 and 1994. 

At the same time the rate of 


Home Phone 
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ee impoverished white children rose By 
has African 
kadis 38 percent against 19 percent. 
: 5 White children, the study cited, 
City State Zip are the largest single ethnic groupof 


poor young children. In 1994, more 
than 2.2 million young whites lived 
in poverty in the U.S., while as much 


as 1.9 million African American and 
1.7 Hispanic children did. 

Among Hispanics, the poverty 
rate has jumped by 43 percent since 
the 1970s, dramatically rising faster 
than in any other racial group, the 
study reported. 

Overall, the study found, young 
children of color were far more likely 
toexperience dire poverty than whites. 
Hardest-hit are African-American 
children. While six percent of white 
youths were desperately poorin 1994, 
30 percent of young Afri 


fied as extremely poor. In 1994 the 
poverty threshold for the city was 
$7,571 for a family of four. 

“Reducing the state’s young child 
poverty rate would be one of the best 
things that state and local govern- 
ments could do to have a cost-effec- 
tive impact on a number of pressing 
human, social and economic prob- 
lems,” said Larry Aber, director of 
the National Center for Children in 
Poverty. 

Geography also figured into the 


can children lived with families hav- 
ing incomes averaging less than 50 
percent of the federal poverty level. 

In Illinois the picture was equally 
stark for the young. During 1990 and 
1994, 301,000 or 26.1 percent of chil- 
dren under age six in the state were 
poor. In 1994 the poverty line for the 
state was $15,141 fora family of four. 
In the city of Chicago the situation 
worsened. About 48 percent (146,000) 
children lived in poverty in the city 
more than half or 87,000 classi- 


study. While are more 
likely to be poor than their peers else- 
where, child poverty increased at a 
faster pace in the suburbs than in rural 
areas. Between the 1970s and the 
1990s suburban rates increased by 59 
percent while rural rates increased by 
45 percent. 

On a more positive note, last 
year, the U.S. Census Bureau 
posted a meager 0.8 percent drop 
in the poverty rate for children 
under the age of six. 
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Jessica Care Moore, five time 
winner of Amature Night on 
"Showtime at the Apollo will starat 
Culture Night sponsored by WLIB, 
City News, S.C.O.P.E., Plainfield 
Uran Clergy Assoc. Gentlmen's 
Club, Plainfield Board of Educa- 
tion and the Black Women's His- 
tory Conference. The date is Fri- 
day, January 31, 1997. Culturenight 
isanevening of poetry, music, danc- 
ing and conversation for the "hip 
hop generation." 


by Avery Grant 


Louis Clark speaking in St. Stephen 
AME Zion Church, Asbury Park, chal- 
lenged the youths to be their best and 
be SHES, 


popluar television 


Plans are underway for Con- 
ssman Donald Payne's Gala 
Tribute for 40 years of outstanding 
service. The event is scheduled for 
March 15 at the Meadowlands 
Hilton. i information, call (201) 
643-44: 


Congratulations to, 
C.O.F.F.E.E. (Community Oriented 
Fire Fighters for Eminent Equality) 
awardees in the upcoming annual 
dinner dance on February 8, 1997. 
Honorees are: Milt Campbell, 
Rickey Smiley, James West, 
William"Bill" Gary, and James 
Black. 


Congratulations to honorees at 
the Frontiers Interantional Dr. mar- 
tin Luther King Jr. Memorial 
Breakfast Honored at the event 
were: Youth in Action Movement 
for Community Spirit; Karen Mel- 
issa Richards, New Horizons Col- 
lege Club and Patricia A. Fields as 
"Citizen of the Year." 

Fields is know for her work 
with teen parenting program at 
Plainfield High School and for or- 
ganizing "A Festival for Kids" each 
year. 


on opera titles, Clark said, “It shall 
be by your dedication and 
committment that you will be able to 
‘search for your tommorrow’ with 
‘the guiding light’. Education is the 
key.” Clark rose to fame as the 
bat-wielding principal of Eastside 
High School in Paterson, and was 
credited with restoring order and the 
learning process in the beleagured 
school. 

Clark was the guest speaker for 
the Fifth Annual Commemorative Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday Ob- 
servance sponsored by the church’s 
Youth Council. Continuing to chal- 
lenge the youths, he told them, “You 
must prepare yourself now for oppor- 
tunities to come. It is better to be 
prepared for an opportunity that 
doesn’t come, than not to be prepared 
when opportunity comes.” 

Heis currently the Director of the 
Essex County Youth Detention Cen- 
ter in Newark. After leaving Eastside 
High School, Clark said he went on 
the lecture tourcircuit for six years, “I 
was contented, but I was not fulfilled 
I didn’t feel that I was part of the 
struggle.- He is glad to be working 
with youths again because, “we are in 


more trouble than I thought.” 


Joe Clark: still fiery, still tells 


they only respond to the dramatic. I 


To the adults, he said, “Don’t hever hit any child with a bat. My 


blame your children, blame your- 
selves. They need leadership, direc- 
tions and love from you. The hood- 
lums and druggies on the corners are 


giving them that leadership. I tell the 


churches that we could win this 
struggle overnight if the saints went 
out into the streets.” Seriously, but in 
ahumorous vein, Clark said, “I don’t 
fear nobody. I walk down the street 
and even dogs stop barking, because 
Tam doing what God put me here to 
do.” 


Clark said he revered Dr. King so 
much because he was a galvanizing 
force for bringing change to our Na- 
tion, and was a man about business, 
doing God’s work. “The reason so 
many fail is because we are not doing 
what God put us here to do,” he said. 
He urged that everyone, all peoples, 
come together as one and polariza- 
tion will disappear, and they will be 


able to live together like brother and ~ 


sister, recognizing that their fates are 
inextricably woven together. 

Againreferring to Dr. King’s phi- 
losophy, Clark said, “Let’s stop judg- 
ing (people) by the size of their nose 
or the texture of their hair, you should 
judge them by the content of their 
character.- Humorously he remarked 
that his grandfather told him that a 
black snake will bite you just as soon 
as a white snake. 

Clark explaining his famous and. 
controversial bat wielding, he held up 
his bat and said, “I used the baseball 
bat to get the attention of the media, 


goodness kids now have 9mm (guns) 


“and oozie machineguns.” 


T Again Clark cautioned the adults 
Dot to blame the teachers, because the 


“problems are multifaceted and it starts 
“in the home, “And, there is no home 


jo we may have to think about giving 
them orphanages. That doesn’t sound 
t od but we’ ve got to give our kids a 
afe, clean home where they can study 
Gnd succeed,” Clark said. 
© Clark also targeted Ebonics, the 
black english that the Oakland (CA) 
oard of Education recently recog- 
“Tiized as an official language. “Black 
English i is just a cover-up for school 
corruption. This can be devastating to 
earning potential,” he said, “Don’t 
ke my word just ‘ax’ yourself how 
“inany successful blacks ‘be’ talking 
Black English.” He said if they come 
him talking that nonsense he will 
jot hire them. 

Clark told the youth if they can 
learn a Snoop Doggy Dog rap, then 
they can learn English and their times 
ee “If you can bounce a round 
all on a flat floor, shoot it at a right 
angle against a square backboard, put 
through and oval hoop, then you 
‘tan learn geometry and trigonom- 
etry.” Heasked all the youths to stand 
‘an repeat an oath of committment, 
‘ending with, “lam bold and beautiful. 
am somebody, because God didn’t 
make no junk.” 

Donald Lewis of Asbury Park, 
“Said that he had met Clark before his 


it like itis 


+ 
tor Joe Louis Clark is welcomed to St. Bienen AME Zion Church, 
Poia Park, by Allen Camp, chairman of the Steward Board. 


famous movie, Lean On Me, in Pater- 
son in 1986, while working as a 
vacuum cleaner salesman and was 
quite impressed that Clark was very 
positive and real. 

Tylette Miller, Youth Council 
Vice President, was Mistress of Cer- 
emonies, and is a honor student at 
Asbury Park High School said she 
enjoyed his speech and was glad that 
he could come. 


tertained by three choirs. Thechurch’s 
Johnson Voices of Praise Children 


Choir sang Now I Can Send My Love 
To Jesus. The Youth Explosion Choir 
of Neptune sang Praise Him. And the 
Living Word Christian Fellowship 
Adult Choir of Neptune sang You Are 
The Strength Of My Life. 

Martin Luther King Jr. Awards 
were presented to various individu- 
als, organizations and businesses in 
recognition of their service to the 
community. Rey Derinzer Johnson, 
pastor, in closing the program re- 
peated its theme, “Wake Up! Speak 
Up! Our Youth Are In A Crisis.” 


Nordstrom and the National 
Coalition of 100 Black Women, 
Inc, New Jersey Chapter, will hold 
a celebration of Black History on 
Sunday, February 9, 1997, at 7 
p.m., at Nordstrom in Menlo Park 
mall. An evening of fashion, spe- 
cial exhibits, trunk shows, private 
shopping and wonderful entertain- 
ment, featuring "Return to the 
Source"— all in celebration of 
African-American History. For 
inormation, call (201) 434-4096. 


Cross of Life Church Observes. 
Black History Month witha month- 
long Celebration. On Febrauary 2, 
Dr. Larry Leverett, superintendent 
of schools in Plainfield will speak. 
Performing on that day will be the 
Nubian Gents, an all-male Chris- 
tian step team who also will sing 
and recite scripture. These rhyth- 
mic seventh and eighth graders 
from Magnetech Junior High in 
Queens have appeared at the 
Apollo Theater and at the Black 
and Latino Caucus in Manhattan. 

February 9 will have a spiri- 
tual theme with. special presenta- 
tion by Delta Sigma Theta Soror- 
ity, Inc. featuring acollage ofblack 
women's poetry presented bith a 


continued from page 1 
He refused to speculate on the 
possibility of a sce- 


ex-husband James Cheeks, who was 
an inmate at a federal prison in Penn- 


nario. He also would not discuss the 
children’s fathers and would say only 
that Ms. Bennett was a single parent. 

“I have no understanding why 
this would happen, whether it’s ho- 
micide or suicide,” said her attorney, 
Jane Herchenroder. “She was just a 
promising young woman. It’s very 

“distréssing. She was working. She 
had gotten off of welfare. She was 
taking care of her children.” 

Herchenroder had helped Ms. 
Bennett in her struggle to get child 
“Support payments from Wylie Willis, 

„an Orange police officer, for the 
youngest child, 

Willis denied paternity, but a 
March court order declared he was 
the father and ordered the city to 
withhold child support payments, she 
said. 


sylvania, F said. 

Russo said he would not com- 
ment on other aspects of the case until 
Thursday when he had preliminary 
autopsy reports. 

“We're looking into all and any 
aspects which may be connected to, 
this,” Russo said. 

A person whom police would not 
identify made a 911 call about 7 a.m. 


A of the home safely, but Russo 
ould not comment further on her. 

He said police had responded to 

je home on Monday, but “it didn’t 

volve anything to do with appar- 
‘ently what took place today.” He re- 
fused to discuss the nature of the 
complaint but said it was not domes- 
ic violence-related. 

Neighbors gathered outside the 
home as the bodies were removed 
pn the house, located in a working- 

i blocks from 


reporting heavy black smok 
from the first floor of the two-family, 
three-story frame structure. 
Firefighters found a smoldering 
couch, but the cause of the fire and 
whether it had been intentionally Set 
was not immediately determined. 
The four were all found in a down- 
stairs bedroom after firefighters forced 
the door open. When firefighters 
found the children, they thought they 
were overcome by smoke inhalation. 


Willis had an i: home 
phone number and the police depart- 
ment refused to take a message for 
him Wednesday night. 

Ms. Bennett, who was working 
part-time as a lab technician for a 


dramatic trist. 
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drug company and also was a part- 
time college student, alsohadrecently 
begun getting some payments from 


attended to the 
children, nthe discovered blood inthe / 
area,” Russo said. “Upon removal of | 
the children, firefighters discovered 
that the youngsters had apparently 
also suffered gunshot wounds around 
the head.” 

An elderly woman who lived in 
an upstairs apartment was able to get 


AT&T announcedits 1997 grants 
ior the production of six new plays 


$ will help bring to the stage new plays 
e in Atlanta, New Brunswick, New 
H York City, Seattle, and London. As 
$ one of the leading corporate spon- 
$ sors of non-profit theaters nation- 
® wide, AT&T provides funds for the 
resentation of original works both 
jationally and internationally. 
Crossroads Theatre Company 


Funding will be used for the produc- 


Crossroads gets AT&T grant 


tion of Wedding Dance scheduled to 
open in March. 

According to the press release 
announcement, “This is a direct re- 
flection of not only the strength of the 
play and of the theater, but of the 
cultural landscape of New Jersey.” 

A commitment to public service 
and enhancing the quality of life in 
the communities in which we live and 
work has been a core value of AT&T 
since the Company’s founding a cen- 
tury ago,” stated Tim McClimon, ex- 
ecutive director of the AT&T Foun- 
dation, “and AT&T has been proudof 
its ongoing support of a broad range 
of programs in theater, dance, music, 
and the visual art 


Trinity and 
St. Phillips Cathedral 


201-678-7222 


Rev. Moses Alexander 
Knott, Jr. 
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downtown of this New York City 
suburb of 38,000. 
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Montclair deaths: mother, children found dead 


“It’s very troubling,” said a next- 
door neighbor who did not want to be 
identified. “You read about these 
things all the time and you never think 
it’s going to happen here.” 

Stephanie Jones babysat the 
youngest child two summers ago for 
$35 a week while Ms. Bennett worked 
a part-time job. 

“Thisis unbelievable tome. That’s 
why I had to come see for myself,” 
Ms. Jones said. “My heart just 
dropped.” 

Neighbor Samuel Robinson III, 
17, said the children always appeared 
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happy when he saw them with their 
mother. 

“I'd see them rolling in the dirt 
playing with their mother,” Robinson 
said as he stood behind yellow police 
tape watching investigators go in and 
out of the home. 

“This is definitely a tragedy _ 
three little girls,” said Steven Booker, 
17. “This is ridiculous.” 

Counselors were at the Northeast 
Elementary School to speak with 
grieving students and teachers, said 
William Librera, superintendent of 
Montclair Public Schools. 
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GLORY STORIES 


Good Taste For The Table. Good Taste For The Souk 


Celebrating 
The Tradition 


In Honor of Black History 
Month, we dedicate this column to 
those ancestors who took very little” 
in the way of food supplies and cre- 
ated the Southern meals we still 
enjoy today. They gave us a cook- 
ing tradition to relish. 

Along with watermelon seeds 
sesame seeds, okra and a knowledge 
of spices, our African ancestors 
brought’céoking skills that included 
baking, roasting, boiling, frying, 


YOUR MOM 


Remember the unforgettable taste of Mom's home cook- 
ing? Its a taste that went right to your soul. Nothing in 


steaming and toasting. Most of 
these methods were done over a fire 
or in the ashes of a fire. It is a com- 
bination of stews made from scraps 
of meat and veg- 
etables, cauldrons 
of slowly sim- 
mering pig’ feet 
and sweet pota- 
toes baked in 
ashes that is the 
forerunner of 
Southern 
American cui- 
sine. 


soned side dishes, you can give your family 
a quick, delicious meal that delivers the 


Pai iA 


We are all aware of the ances 
tors that served as cooks in the 
master’ kitchens, but there were far 
more cooks in the cabins than 
could ever work in the master's 
house. Their ingenuity at blending 
spices and herbs coupled with their 
care and patience in preparing ahd 
cooking vegetables, gave birth €© 
traditional Southern fare. After the 
abolition of slavery, former slaves 
and their descendants disbursed 
throughout America carrying t 
traditions of Southern cooking to a 
variety of venues across the United 


1 


vertisement 


OT TH 


States. It is with this in mind that 

Glory Foods pre-seasoned canned 

vegetables were created. Because we 

appreciate your desire to 

enjoy down-home 

goodness without 

hours of preparation, 
we have developed a 
full-line of Southern- 
style vegetables that 
you simply heat and 
ea 


t 
Glory Foods’ 

products are a new 
tradition for you to 


n” 

a 

eee a ta 
ee ee a 
Bass a 


cherish. Celebrate our heritage 
with traditional Southern favorites 
like Buttermilk Fried Chicken, Easy 
Potato Salad and Baked Apples while 
enjoying the convenience and good 
taste of Glory Foods Pre-Seasoned 
Lima Beans, Field Peas with 
Snaps and Mustard Greens, as 
well as delicious Homestyle Corn 
Bread Mix. 


BUTTERMILK FRIED CHICKEN 
Ingredients 


Fryer Chicken.. lor2 
Buttermilk. 1 Quart 
Flour... 3 Cups 
Garlic Powder. 3 Thls. 
Poultry Seasoning. 3 This. 
Paprika. 2 Tbls. 
Salt E. 2 This. 
Black Pepper... 2 Thls. 


Oil or Shortening.....As needed 
Method 

1. Cut chicken into parts. Rinse and 
remove excess moisture. Soak 
overnight in buttermilk, turning 
once to coat evenly. 

2. Place remaining ingredients, 
except oil/shortening, in a large 
plastic bag and shake to blend. 

3. Ina large, heavy bottom pot, 
place enough oil/shortening to have 
at least 4 inches of melted fat. Heat 
to just below smoking 

4. Drain the buttermilk and sprin- 
kle the chicken with salt and pep- 
per. Test the oil by sprinkling a 
pinch of flour into the oil. If it 
begins to sizzle, the oil is hot 
enough 

5. Drop 4-5 pieces of chicken in the 
flour and shake to coat thoroughly. 
Carefully place those pieces in the 
oil and cook until golden. Check a 
larger piece to see if it is done. If 
the outside browns before the inside 
cooks, lower the heat. Be careful 
not to overcrowd the pot 

6. After the chicken cooks, drain on 
paper towel and continue until all is 
done. 


EASY POTATO SALAD 

Ingredients 

Glory Foods 

Peppered Vinegar. 1 Tbh 
Potatoes. 8 Large 


(diced and boiled) 


ferme ee 
(boiled and chopped) 
Mayonnaise. 1 1/2 Cups 
Sweet Pickle Relish. 3/4 Cups 
Ground Mustard. 2 tsp. or 


2 Tbls. Prepared Mustard 
Sugar (optional). 1 tsp. 


Method 

1. Combine all ingredients and sea- 
son with salt and pepper.Refrigerate 
or serve at room temperature 
Yields 6 Cups 


BAKED APPLES 

Ingredients 

*Apples...... 6 

Butter or 

Margarine (softened)........1/2 Cup 

Oats 2/3 Cup 

Pecans or 

Walnuts (chopped) 2/3 Cup 

Brown Sugar (packed).......2/3 Cup 

Flour. re 4 Tbls. 
nulated Sugar, 2 This. 

Cinnamon, ground. ..1 tsp. 

Allspice, ground. 1/2 tsp. 

Nutmeg, ground... 1/4 tsp. 


*For this recipe, Granny Smith, 
Macintosh, or Winesap apples work 


1. Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. 
Combine all dry ingredients and 
mix thoroughly. Add the softened 
butter or margarine to dry mixture 
and mix thoroughly. 

2. Cut the tops from the apples 
directly below the stem. Core the 
center of the larger portion of the 
apple completely. Stuff the holes 
tightly with the filling and cover the 
tops of the apples with 1/2 inch of 
filling 

3. Bake the apples on a cookie sheet 
along with the stem piece (cut side 
down) for 20 to 30 minutes until 
the tops are browned and the apples 
are softened, yet still firm | 
4. Allow to cool somewhat but 
serve warm. Garnish with caramel 
topping and whipped cream or ice 
cream, 

5. To avoid those extra fat calories, 
blend.the granulated sugar an 
spices thoroughly and sprinkle over 
the apples. Bake as directed but 
check after 15 minutes. 

Yields 6 Apples 


For questions or comments, 
please write to 
Glory Foods, Inc.¢P.O. Box 328948 
Columbus, Ohio 43232 
Until Next Month, 
Good Cooking! 


Or, 


FOODS. 


Salt and Pepper. To taste 


(CORN MUFFIN MIX 
MUFE 


Just About The Best? 


BREAD 


E PRAISE... 
NOW YOU CAN HAVE THE GLOR 


% 


Collard Greens, Mustard Greens, Turnip Greens, Mixed 


Greens and Kale Greens. Delicately seasoned Field Peas, 
Field Peas with Snaps, Blackeye Peas, Butter Beans, Lima 
Beans, Pinto Beans, Great Northern Beans, String Beans, 
String Beans and Potatoes, Sweet Potatoes and Cut Okra. 
Complement your meal with Glory's Hot Sauce, Peppered 
Vinegar and moist, delicious Homestyle Corn Bread Mix 
and Golden Corn Muffin Mix. 


the world could compare to her delicious meals. Her spe- 
cial mixture of herbs and spices gave each dish a taste all 
its own and you thanked her in more ways than you know, 
each and every time you asked for seconds 

Now, you can create those special memories for your 
family. With Glory Foods conveniently packaged pre-sea- 


taste of yesterday's down-home cooking 
today 
Glory Foods lets you experience in 
minutes a variety of Southern-style 
canned vegetables seasoned and accented 
with the flavor of home. You just heat 


Mom's, but Glory Foods' real good, feel 
good, down-home flavor comes so close, 
it's Just About The Best!® 
So, be sure to look for these fine, pre- 
seasoned products from Glory Foods at 
your local supermarket: Fancy Cut 


A r them and eat them. Now, we know the best 
A A ? food you've ever tasted will always be your 


e 


Just About The Best? 


AVAILABLE AT PATHMARK 


i 
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CITY NEWS 


Formore information call 
908-754-3400 
9:00a.m. -5:00 p.m. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


For more information call 


908-754-3400 
9:00a.m. -5:00 p.m. 


LEGAL 
Notice 


LEGAL 
Notice 


ATTORNEY 
LEGAL NOTICE 
Housing Autnortiy 
Toma a ovina 


The Housing Authority of the Township of Irvington i 
Seeking legal representation for the following. but n 
imited to matters listed below. 


1. Attendance at a minimum of twelve (12) regularly 
‘scheduled Board meetings. 


2. Filing of tenancy related complaints and suits, 
3. Review and approval of all Bids and Bid documents. 


4. Legal opinions and interpretations of HUD rules 
regulations and notices. 


‘and labor related issues, 
6. Preparation of Board Resolutions. 


Ali Interested partias shouid ba aria win US. Deparment 
of Housing and 


LeGat LeGaL 
Notice Notice 


fact that the response to the Sooke aie 1 


LEGAL 
Notice 


LEGAL 
Notice 


two 

unties. Programei Vt cous wibe prasedindutno 
Fiscal Year 1997, Pr in Bergen and Passaic 
counties wil be phased in h during Fiscal Year 1998. One 


be issued by surety firms licensed to issue such bonds 
in the State of New Jersey and be listec the U.S. 
N y) 


grantee 
ied for Proposal (AFP) process, 


ganizations which may apy 


ply: Any fiscally viable 


i nei (e.g. proprietorships, partnerships, joint 


and persistent mental ness and thei families for a 
minimum of two years are eligible to apply if they meet 
the qualiteatons oi he Department of Human Services’ 
Contract Policy and Information Manual N.J.A.C. 10:3. 
For organizations unfamiliar with these documents, 


requirement, it must also produce with the Bid a Consent 
of Surety writen by a T-isted surety. Registry in the U.S. 
‘Treasury Circular No. 570.88 a reinsurance company does 
not satisfy the foregoing fequirements that the surety 
company be listed as approved as surety 

‘The successful bidder will aiso be required to produce 
100% payment and performance bond written by a T-listed 
surety, prior to the Authofties issuance of a notice to 
proceed. 


HELP WANTED 


Police Officer—Township of Clark is seeking 
applicants for the position of Police Officer, 

000. per year. Applicants 
must be at least 18 years old as of January 31, 


an approved High School Equivalent 
Ceriteaton Applications may be obtained Mon- 

y through Friday between the hours of 9 a.m. 
AEn koa Pisas Aaniniiraibr, 450 
Westfield Avenue, Clark, NJ 07066. All complet- 
ed applications must be post marked or delivered 


The He n and 
all bids, waive any informalities in the bids received and 


Request 
for Proposals. 
ifications needed by an applicant to be 
considered: Applicants must have the capacity to 
develop, 


Respondents mue aiso ba knowledgeable of New Jersey 


(NJDOP) rules and regulations. All work not covered in the 
contract should be quoted on an hourly basi 


form of contract are available at the Irvington Housing 

‘Authority office at 624 Nye Avenue, Irvington, NJ 07111 

Please submit all proposals to Lawrence R. Jackson, 

Executive Director, Irvington Housing Authority, 624 Nye 

‘Avenue, Irvington, NJ 07111 no later than Thursday 
February 13, 1997 10:00 a.m. prevailing time. 

LAWRENCE R. JACKSON 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

1/29/97 FEE: $75.40 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


Vela 2 tall ei 


for Project NJ 68-2 (Senior Citizen Building). 


The scope of work defined in NJ39PO6890795 and 
NJ39P06890896 include general improvements to the 
ke 


ly Suppe 


mental illness in accordance with the Request for 
Proposal document. Applicants must demonstrate a 
genuine regard for the families of persons with mental 
Tinaas andja strong commie #9 te concepts and 
practice of famil ott- 


contracts to one or more 
Bids will remain in force fof period of sixty (60) days after 
the date of the opening thereat 
BY ORDER OF DAVID L. WILLIAMS JR. 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
HOUSING AUTHORITY OF 
THE GITY OF NEW BRUNSWICK 
131.90 


jdders 


1/22197 


site “in vivo" and individualized services. Services must 
be consistent with applicable Division of Mental Health 
Services’ regulations. 


g. 
the selected provider agencies shall make good faith 


Likewise, in the event that other Division employees are 
negatively affected by the initiative entitled "Towards a 
art of the Community: A Plan for expanding and 


Consolidating State Hospital Inpatient Resources" as a 
result of Civil Service eras ae ieee 
yency award 


consider for employment and hire those qualified 
‘employees for opportunities generated by this funding, 


replacement, elevator rehab, closet replacement, security 

system upgrade, etc.) 

A copy ofthe specication package may beotained ron 
te oui i ate e RE e 

Street, Dover, New Jersey me the hours 

= 4:30 p.m. Monday through Fric 


Program (CIAP), NJ contract law and local building codes. 


may obtain a Request for Proposal document and 


Health Services central office: 
Division of Mental Health Services 
7 


727 
Capital Center, 3rd Floor 
50 East State Street 
Trenton, NJ 08625 

Attn: Bonnie Schorske 


of cost control, quality of work, ability to meet and comply 
with Housing Authority schedules must be documented. 
Proposals must state a firm fixed price for services to be 
formed on the proposal and contract form. Fee must 
define a hourly rate for architect/engineer and supportive 
taff. 


An Affirmative Action Plan is required to be submitted as 
‘Only NJ li 


will be considered. The successful bidder (including sub- 
consultants) must have professional liability errors and 


$1,000,000 per occurrence, having no aggregate 


The Housing Authority Town of Dover reserves the right to 
reject any and all proposals or to waive any informalities 


of sixty (60) days subsequent to the date of the proposals 
‘without the consent of the Housing Authority. 

To schedule a site inspection, please call 201-361-9444. 
Datdinaitor esol et eedd aa bisa 
February 7, 


Applications must be submitted to: 
Bonnie Schoreke, Coordinator Special 
Populat 
Divson of Mental Heath Services 
727 
Capital Center, 3rd Floor 
State Street 
Trenton, NJ 08625 
‘And to the Mental Health Administrator of the county 
for which the applicant is proposing to develop IFSS. 
Deadline by which applications must be submitted: 
Before 5 p.m. Friday, March 14, 1997. 
Date the applicant is to be notified of acceptance or 
rejection: Applicants will be notified no later than June 
6,1997. 
1/22197 


8 


FEE: $328.50 


NOTICE TO BIDDERS 


Notice is hereby given that sealed bids wil be received 
of New Brunswick to. 


AUO -215 East Buchwe SIOE Dove, NEW J610 
07801 
KATHLEEN E. LYNCH 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
1/29/87 FEE: $96.20 
FOR THE MARCH 11, 1997 
SPECIAL NEWARK ELECTION 
Citizens may register to vot 
at office of the commissioner of registration and 
Superintendent of Elections 
33 Washington Street, 1st floor, Newark, New Jersey 
Daily, 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (Monday through Friday) 
Monday, February 10, 1997 (8:30 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.) 
and 
The ofice ot the Gy Cer 
Ciy Hl, 920 Broad Steet - Room B-9, Newark, New 
rse) 
13:30 am D 4:30. 
Monday, Februay 10, 1897 - (890 am, 1o 9:00 pm.) 
Last day to register is February 10, 1997 
for the March 11, 1997 Special Newark Election 
ROBERT P. MARASCO 


1/29197 


Human Services 

Division of Mental Health Services 

Notice of Availability of Grant Funds 

Take notice that in compliance with N.J.A.C. 52:14-34.4, 

34.5 and 34.6, the Division of Mental Health Servicos 

hereby announces the availability of the following grant 

program funds: 

Name of the program: Intensive Family Support Services 
pose: As part of its strategy to expand and strengthen 


Desh, Provide ard Male fe Am Sien i he 
5, N. 


Comprehensive Grant Program #702. 
Bids for the above will be received by the Housing 
18 N 


Brunswick, New Jersey at 10:00 a.m. prevailing time, 
February 25, 1997 and will be immediately opened and 
read aloud. 


The instructions to Bidders Bid Form, General 
Conditions, Supplementary Conditions, Specifications, 
and other Contract Documents willbe on file during the 
business day, at the Housing Authority Office located at 
18 Van Dyke Avenue, New Brunswick, New Jersey. 
Copies thereof may be obtained upon paying 
refundable deposit of Twenty Five Dollars ($25.00) for 
each complete set, Deposit checks shall be made 
payata jajna HEA Aey of He) Cally New 
Brunswich 


REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 

‘The Housing Authority of the Township of Irvington is 
requesting proposals from qualified Certified Public 
Accounting tims to perp a comprehensive financial 
audit for, a two year perioending March 31, 1997. 

‘The Services that are requested will encompass all of the 
Housing Authority's programs including, but not limited 
to, Public Housing (674 Units), Section 8 Certificate and 


(83.9 milion). 


on or 1, 1997, to: NJ Department 
of Personnel, Entry Level Law Enforcement Ex- 
amination, 44 South Clinton Avenue, Station 
Plaza 3, CN 321, Trenton, N.J. 08625-0321. Clark 
is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

vag 


HELP WANTED 
Ityouare looking for a housekeeper please call CR 
Personnel Services and we will find the right 
person for you. 201-578-2057. 


POLICE OFFICERS 
CITY OF CLIFTON 


On January 1, 1997, an examination pen 

ment has been issued by the New J art- 

fishi of Peteonnel, fai the following poahion: 
Police Officer - City of Clifton 
Salary Range - $24,000-$60,767 
Residency Requirements- Open to 
residents of New Jersey 


Audit Act of 1984, OMB Circular A-I 28, Government 
Auditing Standards (1994 Revision) and HUD Notice PIH 
96-32. Also, the audit shoulld Satisfy the “Audit Publication” 
Requirements of the 


Applications lable J |. 1997, at Clifton 
iy Hal, and Cilon Ponca Department, 900 
Clifton Ave, Clifton, New Jersey, and all Clifton 
libraries. 


jersey Code 
(NJ.A.C. 5:33). The audit Must be completed by July 31, 
1997. 
A documenta, ook gilos and evaljaton criteria" 
are on file and shall be. le for review prior to 
responding to the Request or Proposal the Housing 
Authority of the between the 
hours of 10:00 am-3:00 pi 


twe 
at the address cited below. 


sum fee. Proposals shoul 
Authority of the Township @f frvington, 624 Nye Avenue, 
Irvington, New Jersey 07144, no later than February 24, 
1997. The outside envelopeshall be clearly marked "RFP- 
Audit". The bid opening will occur on February 24, 1997 
at 10:00 ar 


submitted to the Housing 


| LAWRENCE R. JACKSON 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


1/22197 E: $70.20 


Education 


Plainfield Public Schools seeks a dynamic individual 


cation, Social Science or relevant discipline, strong 


All completed. appli must be filed directly 
with the New Jersey Department of Personnel on 
or before January 31, 1997. 

The City of Clifton is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer 

29/97 

Social Service 


PROJECT 
DIRECTOR 


pi 
£ 
8 
ĝ 
2 
a 
2 
5 
3 
a 


skills and background 


BID & PUBLIC 
NOTICE 
DEADLINES: 

5 PM THURSDAY 
PRIOR TO 
WEDNESDAY 
PUBLICATION 


x L BE 
HELD FEBRUARY 11,1997, AT 10:00 A.M., PREVAILING. 
TIME IN THE CONFERENCE ROOM OF BUILDING # 
11, 71 NEILSON STREET, NEW BRUNSWICK, NEW 
JERSEY. 

All required bids, certifications, and other forms required 
to be submitted by bidders are to be prepared on the 
proposal forms found in the bid form and the following 
amount: 

Amount of Bid | enero 
up to $200,000.00 % of Bic 
Po k $400,000.00 So 000.00 

‘over $400,000. 5% of Bid 


City News Service 
Directory | 


Cail 908-754-3400 


for details 


in social service or education to manage ar 
activities and fluency in Spanish & English Is essen- 
tial 


This twelve-month position offers a salary In the high 
$20's to lo 
Please send resume & copy of degree() to: 


1 


in on-site 


$30's plus comprehensive benefits. 


SEARCH COMMITTEE 
STILLMAN 
201 w. Fourth St, Paton, NJ 07060 
‘anequal opportunity employer 
129/97 


CIRCULATION AND 
DISTRIBUTION 


Independent contractor to be responsible for 
mailing and distribution of City News publica- 
tions to boxes and newsstands 5 days a week 
Must also develop distribution in the following 
areas: 

Newark,East Orange, Orange, Irvington, 
Hilside, Elizabeth, Paterson, Jersey CHY, 
Hackensack, Teaneck, Englewood, New 
runswick, Trenton 


ve: $350 per week. Must have truck or suitable 
vehicle for delivery of approximately 30,000 
newspapers per week, insurance and valid NJ 
driver's license. Opportunity to build distribu- 
tion company with City News as anchor. Call 
(808) 754-3400 or send resume to: 


City News Publishing Company 
144 North Av 


e 
Plainfield, NJ 07060 


PROOFREADER 
Successful candidate for this position will have 2+ 
years of proofreading experience. Job requires 
Patience, attention to-detail, flexibility, and ability 
to work with a team and meet deadlines. Strong 
grammar and language skills are essential. Send 
résumé to: 
PROOF READER 
City News Publishing Company 
144 North Avenue Plainfield, NJ 07060 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HELP WANTED 

POLICE OFFICERS CITY OF CLIFTON 
‘On January I, 1997, an examination announcement has been 
issued by the New Jersey Department of Personnel, for the 
following positio 
Police Officer- City of Clifton 


,000-$60,767 
to residents of New Jersey 
Applications available January |, 1997, at Clifton City Hall, and 
Clifton Police Department, 900 Clifton Ave, Clifton, New Jersey, 
and all Clifton libraries. 
All completed applications must be filed directly with the New 
before J |, 1997. 


The City of Cliton is an Equal Opportunity Employer 
1/8,15,22,29197 


TEEN WRITERS 


REPORTER 
City News has an immedi- 
ate opening for an aggres- 
sive experienced reporter. 


WANTED 


of two years reporting expe- 
rience and a Bachelor of 
Arts in journalism or com- 
munications. Ability to pro- 
duce a high volume is a 
must. Experience with urban 
affairs helpful. Must have 
transportation, Sendrésumé 
to: 


looking for young people to 
be teen reporters. Teen 
ea SE: 

ments from teens on 


name, address, phone num- 

ber, school name, school 

address, grade and age to: 

Reporter: 

YES Teen Reporters City News Publishing 
191 Company 


lorth Avenue 
Plainfield, NJ 07060 Plainfield, NJ 07060 


BUSINESS WRITER (M1) 
Downsizing, stock price decreases, affirmative action. What 
does this mean to black New Jerseyans? Weekly newspaper 
seeks reporter to cover local economies. Send clips and 
resume to CN Personnel, PO Box 1774, Plainfield, NJ 07080. 

LOCALREPORTER 
Local, 


for Newark, East Orange, Elizabeth, Irvington, Hillside, Paterson, 
‘Teaneck, Englewood, Hackensack, Plainfield, Montclair, Camden, 
Trenton, Willingboro, Asbury Park, New Brunswick. Send 3 clips 
and resume to CN Personnel, PO Box 1774, Plainfield, NJ 07060. 


Local newspaper seeks 
‘assistance, mailing, collating, labeling, 
CN Personnel, PO Box 1774, Plainfield, NJ 07060. 


PRODUCTION SUPPORT (P2) 


Production person for general office 
etc. Send resume to 


Advertise Your 
Bids And 
Classifieds 
in City News 
Call, 
908-754-3400 
FAX, 
908-753-1036 


ADVERTISE YOUR BIDSAND. 
CLASSIFIEDSIN 
CITY NEWS 908-754-3400 


mental health system and skills useful in managing and 
reducing troublesome behaviors of the ill family member 
due to the illness. Families also learn patterns of 
‘communication and levels of environmental stimulation 
whi been demonstrated to reduce the number of 
psychiatric crises and hospitalizations. Families are 
d to attend to their own needs for 


possible. Education and support activities will include 
psychoeducation groups and family consultations, 
Additional activities may include, but are not limited to, 
respite, family support groups, systems advocacy, referral’ 
Wito, and mecleaton moniojn Sepending on local 
needs. Services may be delivered in the family home 
the agency or at other shes inthe community conveni rt 
to the family, Families choose from an array of services 
those that are most relevant to their circumstances which 
may change over tim 


Intensive Family Support Services require si 


d and 


CRED-EX INFORMATION 
SERVICES INC. 


NEWARK 


eae ean e eran sero ACCOUNTANTS ACCOUNTANTS BEAUTYSUPPLY  |CATERER/MALLRENTAL | CONSULTANTS CONTRACTORS 
wth menial ness and their fami, the Divsion of Meral 
Services (DMWS) intends to Implement Intensive j 
y intwo Ne TALIAFERRO& | IBS INDEPENDENT | IRVINGTON MANOR GUSTAV EVANBOW 
curls to be serv undor inis inflatia are Bergen and SOLUTIONS, INC. ASSOCIATES BEAUTY SUPPLY HENINGBURG CONSTRUCTION 
Passaic. 3 43Washington Ave. ASSOCIATES CO., INC. 
ESS are a range of tamiy ivan supponive actos port Pkwy E BelloAve. Irvington, NJO7111 
Hra aies war a rnontahy M elves IPSS are rpete Jersey City,NJ07310 | EastWindsor,NJ08520 | Jersey ly, NJO7304 40 Clinton St. 67 Sanford Street 
f 201-374-9454 Newark, NJ07102 EastOrange, NJ07018 
In tlgencarned ebout the 1I member's daly functioning sores MA 201323- n 
a iy ied 
ines, Ke ons ee oval fable to families ge) S3 f 201-624-6715 201-674-1250 
Of ebilty bo pay for services or whether of not treir M family { Constuction trade consulting Fax: 201-674-1227 
rember ented In agency Servicos 
Famin eles end professionals work v 
de sach family wih the knowiedge, Skils and suppor CREDIT EMERGENCY SERVICES| ENTERTAINMENT _|EMPLOYMENT/TEMPS | _ INTERNET SERVICES 
which they identity as useful to their overall a | ADVERTISEYOUR | 
of trol. IFSS enh: fi tionir thr yh £ 
oroater knowledge ol menial iness, treatment options, ihe MOBILE DJ'S PRODUCTOR SERVICE 


Y 
SERVICES FOR 


A 
Plainfield, NJO7060 


CAD ASSOCIATES 
i} 


FREEONTHE 
INFORMATIONSUPER 
HIGHWAY 


FAMILIES, INC. 440BloomfieldAve. | Reach 40,000,000 Internet Users 
900 Park Ave. À 908-755-4711 Montclair, NJ07042 $ = ce S NA 
Plainfield, NJ070860. 303 Washington St. AskforC.J. Pae prone aoa 
Newark, NJ07042 Parties, events, tapes 201-744-3132 ica waa oc St he 
908-755-4177 f Call Toll FreeIMALL 
Fax: 908-755-9576 201-643-5727 1-888-295-5678" 
$ FAX 908-968-3512 
MEDICALTRANSPORTATION SERVICES MUSIC PLUMBING 


ATA Medical Trans 


feed to hava a genuine regard for fariles of persons wit 


deliver workshops and presentations. 
‘Amount of funding available forthe program: $1,300,000 
‘annually has been allocated to support IFSS programs in 
13 counties, This notice of availabilty of grant funds is being 
reissued for Bergen and Passaic counties only due to the 


WHEELCHAIR & MEDICAL 
who are experienced cincians, Family Support Specialists TRANSPORTATIONTO ANDFROMALL 
shall provide families with up-to-date information about MEDICAL FACILITIES 


* Hospitals * Doctors * Dialysis * Mental Health Clinics 
* Rehalb. Centers * And More 


youra| 


“MEDICAID, CASH ANDMOSTINSURANCE ARE WELCOMED 


ppointment (Tt OLL FREE) 1-888-333-1100. 


Weare professional, reliableandcurates. 


BIG BEAT RECORDS 


207 EastFront Street 
Plainfield, NJO7060 


201-744-3132 881 Gates Avenue City News Service Directory. 
Records, tapes, ae Piscataway, NJ08854 
Call 908-754-3400 
908-699-0368 
r= ) 201-653-7763 
1-800-676-7763 


EDDIE'S PLUMBING 
& HEATING 
SPECIALIST, INC. 


Willie E. Irving - Lic. # 7606 


Reach the African -American 
community with the 


8 City News 
teen 


BUSINESS 


JANUARY 29 - FEBRUARY 4, 1997 


Business Calendar 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 30 


WEST ORANGE—The New Jersey 
Advertising Club presents a program 
called “Maximizing Your Potential...In 
Business and in Life”. The speaker is 
Stephen D. Rice, President of 
PerforMAX, Inc. 6:00 - 8:30 pm at the 
Atrium Country Club. For more infor- 
mation, call 201-998-5133. 


PATERSON—Business Card Exchange 
Night, sponsored by Northern NJ Afri- 
can-American Chamber of Commerce. 
7-9 pm at the Integrity Masonic Temple, 
224 Broadway. For more information, 
call 201-742-1712, 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4 


SOMERSET—A Business Card Ex- 
change Social sponsored by the 
Somerset County Chamber of Com- 
merce will he held 5:30-7:30 pm at the 
Doubletree Hotel, For more informa- 
tion, call (908)725-1552. 


Black businesses organize S.T.E.R. in Asbury Park 


by Avery Grant 


ASBURY PARK—More than 25 
Asbury Park black business owners 
met 21 members of the Chicago-based 
Straight Talk Economic Roundtable 
(S.T.E.R.) on January 21, 1997 to 
form a local chapter. 

Betty Atkins of Aliza Service 
Corporation, Asbury Park, arranged 
the meeting through the coordination 
of Lawanda Kamara of Kamara Inter- 
national & Associates, North Plain- 
field. Atkins in her opening remarks 
said, “About two weeks ago we re- 
ceived a fax confirming the S.T.E.R. 
visit and arranged forthe meeting that 
took place in City Hall last Sunday 
evening. This meeting is now to seri- 
ously begin the formation of our local 


i 5 


NEW YORK—Frederick and Barbara 
Ball, authors of Killer Interviews, will 
lecture atthe Rockefeller Center Barnes 
& Noble on the essentials of strategi- 
cally planning successful job interviews. 
For more information, call 212-765- 
0592. 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6 


WHITE PLAINS, NY—Workshop on 


S.T.E.R. isa business consortium 
based out of Chicago that is expand- 
ing to the East and West coasts, Ed- 
ward Bassette, owner of B Elegant 
Men's Store in Chicago, and S. T.E.R 


Asbury Park Mayor Carl Williams wi 


organizations work to get you equal 
opportunities in white businesse 
continued Bassette, “but we are say- 
ing create and build your businesses 
and gain true economic liberation.” 
Asbury Park Mayor Carl Wil- 


ith Edward Bassette, president of 


the Chicago-based Straight Talk Economic Roundtable during their 
visit with Asbury Park business owners. 


Photo by Avery Grant 


ful in their various businesses, they 
all stressed the importance of work- 
ing together through S.T.E.R. They 
said they spend a lot of time together, 
and are friends and their family mem- 
bers are friends, “Sometimes weeven 


president, inh remarks, 
said, “Our concept is to trade with 
each other and to help each other 
grow together.” Further explaining 
that busi: are the leaders in the 


unter 
Center of United Way. 8:30 pm at the 
Center, 470 Mamaroneck Ave. For more 
information, call 914-948-4452. 


PLAINFIELD—Business Clinic 6 to 8:30 
pm at United National Bank Community 
Education Center, 209 West Second 
St. For more information, call 908-756- 
5000 


communities because they do busi- 
ness and hire people in the neighbor- 
hood. S.T.E.R. believes that busi- 
nesses should take the lead in chang- 
ing people’s buying attitudes and take 


liams, 


city, said that he was very impressed 
with their philosophy, operations and 
success, and encouraged the local 
business owners to listen closely and 
to organize. 

Straight Talk Economic Round- 
table is a 150-member organization 
whose members provide every ser- 
vice from ing, computers, el- 


the lead in economic development, 
more than churches and civil rights 
organizations. “Churches work to get 
your souls to God, a ! civil rights 


(908) 755-5572 


OFFICE Hours 
BY APPOINTMENT 


RICHARD H. WILLIAMS, D.D.S. 
FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY 


Formaly the office of Victor C. Lightfoot 


PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07060 


7 CHURCH STREET 


A PROFESSIONAL 


(908) 757-7777 


Personal Injury Matters 
LAW OFFICES 


Thomas E. Hood 7 


139 EAST SEVENTH STREET PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07060 
FAX: (908) 757-7652 
CERTIFIED CIVIL TRIAL ATTORNEY 


CORPORATION 


Business & 
FJK UNLIMITED 


Est. 1994 


The Best Payroll 
and Tax Service. 
7 Glenwood Avenue. 
E. Orange, NJ 07017 


201-672-8144 


Francine T. Kerr 
Partner 
James W. Kerr 
Partner 


ofessional D 


rectory 


H.D. -Auto Supplyi 
1875 South Avenue 
| Plainfield, NJ 07062 


I 
pStore Hours: 
rie a.m.-6:00 p.m. M-F 
8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Sat. 
K 


1908-668-4568 
1908-668-4622 


Bring Coupon In 
I Receive 10% Discount I 
I On Any Item I 


INFINITY ENTERPRISES 
INSTITUTE 
208 Commerce Pl., 2nd Fl., 
Elizabeth, NJ (908) 355-7000 


Register Now... New 
classes, Seating is 
Limited!!! 


+ PC Assembly & Repair 
(Build your own Computer) 
+ Computer Theory and 
Troubleshooting 
+ Software training (Word, 
Excel, Windows, Wordperfect 
and other applications) 


Custom Printed Sports Apparel 
Specialty & Advertising Items 


Team Sports, Family Reunions, 
Schools & Clubs 

e@ Art & Design Services & 
Business Gifts 


Phone: 908-486-6688, 
Fax: 908-486-2599 
206 N. Wood Ave. 
Linden, N.J. 07036 


FAST ACTION 
WHEN YOU 
NEED IT! 


ACTION BAIL BOND) 

AND INSURANCE 

AUTO - HOME - HEALTH 
24 HOUR SERVICE 


908-753-6112-OFFICE 
908-400-1251 
JOHNNY McPHERSON 


159 EAST 4th STREET 
PLAINFIELD, N.J. 07060 


Comprehensive Personal and 
Small Business Financial Planning 


Baron Hilliard — 
Associate 


Ford Financial 


The Ford Financial Group 
11 Eagle Rock Avenue 
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evator engineering to food service, 
janitorial service, medical, retail, tele- 
vision and trucking. The visiting mem- 
bers were quite impressive and owned 
very successful businesses. 

Ernie Terrell, former world’s 
heavyweight boxing champion, and 
owner of Terrell’s Janitorial Service, 
said, “Ihave a contract with the Board 
of Education to clean public schools 
and I have 400 employees. I also 
promote boxing and have fighters in 
the ‘Top 10° in the nation.” 

Babette Peyton, president and 
CEO of Peyton Elevator Company, 
told the group, “We design, build, 
install, maintain and modernize elf 
evators, escalators, moving walkways 
and all people transporting systems.” 
She is also a member of the Publi¢ 
Safety Codes and Standards Commits 
tee of the American of 


et and 30 or 40 will attend a 
member’s church on Sunday,” said 
Rev. Anthony Williams. 

President Bassette stressed that 
S.T-E.R. meetsevery Thursday morn- 
ing at 7am no matter whether it is 
sunny, rainy or snowing. We meet to 
handle issues and to make business 
deals. One deal with Homer King 
Meat Company, Inc., brought in $10 
million to that business. Altogether 
the consortium has realized over $80 
million in business deals. 

One member added, “We are try- 
ing to build a ‘Country Club’ (of 
business) for ourselves. We thought 
that (whites) didn’t want us to play 
golf with them, but the real truth is 
that many big business deals are made 
around the table at country clubs, and 
they wanted to keep us out of those.” 

Mayor Williams, who had seen 
their demonstration at City Hall Sun- 
day, asked them to demonstrate how 
borrowing money and passing it from 


wealth and good credit ratings. Five 
persons stood in a circle and passed 
just $200 in a circle among them- 
selves twice to pay off a $400 debt 
between each, and it made the poi- 


Mechanical Engineers. 
Although all were very success: 


gnant point that ci capital (in 
theneighborhood) builds capital while 
producing employment and many 


Whitman discusses 
college savings plan 


NEW BRUNSWICK, NJ—Gov. 
Christie Whitman spentthe lunch hour 
discussing the NJBEST college sav- 
ings program with employees of John- 
son & Johnson in New Brunswick. 
The governor unveiled NJBEST, the 
New Jersey Better Educational Sav- 
ings Trust, during her State of the 
State address last week. 

NJBEST would provide a power- 
ful tool for all New Jersey families to 
save for college educations, Interest 
earned through the program would be 
fully exempt from the New Jersey 
income tax and tax-deferred from fed- 
eral taxes,” the Governor said. 

Under NJBEST, students, parents. 
or others would be able to establish 
individual trust accounts for as little 
as $25 per month. Contributions to 
the trust fund would be invested and 
distributed with state tax-free interest 
provided that the beneficiary uses 
those savings for qualified higher 
education expenses. 

Qualified educational expendi- 


‘tures would include the costs of tu- 


ition, fees, books and supplies at any 
aceredited two or four-year college or 
university in the United States. 

Governor Whitman has proposed 
a special bonus for students who es- 
tablish NJBEST accounts and attend 
New Jersey colleges or universities. 
Under her bonus program, the state 
‘would contribute $500 to the NIBEST 
account for any student who enters an 
institution of higher education in the 
Garden State. 

The governor's program takes 
advantage of recent changes to the 
Internal Revenue Code which allows 
for deferral of earnings from quali- 
fied college savings programs. In ad- 
dition, the plan would allow the tax 
liability for NIBEST earnings to be 
assumed by the beneficiary of the 
account thus decreasing further the 
federal taxes levied on the account. 

Legislation to establish the 
NIBEST program is expected to be 
introduced in the near future. 


**NOTICE OF MEETINGS** 


The following are the dates, times, and places of meetings 
of the Board of commissioners of the Housing Authority of 


Allmeetings opentothe publicand the publicis encouraged 


the City of Passaic. 
DATE TIME 
Wed., Feb.19, 1997 7:00 P.M. 
Wed., Mar.19, 1997 7:00 P.M. 
Wed., Apr. 16, 1997 7:00 PM. 
Wed., May 21,1997 7:00 P.M. 
Wed., June 18, 1997 7:00 P.M. 
Wed., July 16, 1997 7:00 P.M. 
Wed., Aug.20, 1997 7:00 P.M. 
Wed., Sep.17, 1997 7:00 P.M. 
Wed., Oct. 15, 1997 7:00P.M. 
Wed., Nov.19, 1997 7:00 P.M. 
Wed., Dec. 17, 1997 7:00 P.M. 
toatthend. 
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other effects too. 

They also emphasized how buy- 
ingin your community is contagious, 
when they see owners buying from 
each other, and then family members 
and friends. Vincent Gilliard, a small 
business attorney, said, “Blacks have 
about $500 billion annually to spend 
and they must learn to use that eco- 
nomic power to help themselves. 

“Black women spend about 65 
percent of money in their household, 
so if I could convince my wife and 
daughter to spend in our community, 
then my daughter could bring home a 
husband with a job,” Gilliard said. 

The group was told about arebate 
program they have for repeat custom- 
ers, their nightly television program, 
and about business shows they have 
every two months in Romeus’ indoor 
mall to increase awareness of black 
businesses and to generate business. 

Melvin Hubbard, owner of 
Mel-Cor Financial Services Ltd, dis- 
tributed membership applications, 
organization chart, and discussed 
agenda formats and standing com- 
mittees. He said, “That S.T.E.R. had 
packaged everything so that you 
would not have to spend time devis- 
ing these things and to expedite the 
formation.” he continued, “It is very 
important that you have everyone in- 
volved on a committee. You cannot 
come to a meeting and be a wall- 
flower.” 


Asaclosing note, S.T.E.R. Chair- 
man William Lillard, owner of Star 
Planet Television Network, said, 
“Please know that we work with other 
churches, organizations and business 
groups, we are not an organization 
exclusive to ourselves, our members 
are active in our community.” 

Bob Jameson, owner of Country 
Kitchen in Long Branch, related his 
unusual and impressive meeting with 
one of the S.T.E.R. visitors. He said 
that at the Sunday meeting, that he 
met Walt Brooks, owner of Eat-N-Run 
Restaurants in Chicago. Brooks told 
him that he had the best chicken batter 
mix in the world in his briefcase. 
After the meeting they traveled from 
Asbury Park to Jameson’s restaurant 
in Long Branch and Brooks, “bat- 
tered and cooked chicken while 
dressed in his suit. I have never expe- 
rienced that before in my life. But 
that’s what’s it’s all about.” 

This meeting was hosted by John 
Brown at his newly opened El Lobo 
Negro Art Gallery at 519 Bangs Av- 
enue, Asbury Park. Jameson provided 
a delicious buffet, courtesy of his 
restaurant, Country Kitchen. 

Betty Atkins announced that the 
next meeting would be Thursday, 
January 30, 1997 at her home at 6pm. 
For information her business tele- 
phone number is (908) 774-7095. 


l 


Banks write ‘checks’ 
they can’t cash 


by Harry C. Alford 
President & CEO, National Black 
Chamber or Commerce 


Corporate America has an in- 
grained notion that the way you han- 
dle diversity in your business prac- 
tices with the Black community is 
via public relations. They spin com- 
munity lenders with visions of out- 
reachand use the media, mainstream 
and Black, to present a positive im- 
age of utilizing black vendors and 
service providers. The bottom line is 
that Black businesses are utilized at 
about the 1 percent participation 
level. This is throughout every in- 
dustry and niche in this nation. Don't 
believe anything else. 

The banking industry is no dif- 
ferent. In fact, it is clearly worst and 
much of that is due to the way we 
have structured banking laws that 


amounts with black busi- 
nesses. The truth is this, it is against 
the law for banks to compile busi- 
ness lending data by race. They can’t 
track itor keep score! Thus, howcan 
they make a pledge to something 
that is illegal to monitor or verify? 
They can’t. 

Regulation B of the Fair Lend- 
ing Law of 1973 makes it illegal to 
note loan applications by face or to 
make any racial reference to lending 
practices. This regulation was well 
intended as authors visualized loan 
officers coding applications so that 
the approving sources could deter- 
mine racial background of the appli- 
cant and become bias in their rea- 
soning, ala discrimination. Howev- 
er, now in the 1990s we realize that 
because of Regulation B we can’t 
accurately monitor a bank’s perfor- 
mance. We have through the inves- 
tigating efforts of the California 
based Greenlining Coalition 


pertain to 


the San Fi Black 


and business Here’s a 
claim that will blow your mind. 
Majority owned banks lend to black 
owned businesses at a rate that is 1/2 
of 1 percent or their total business 
loans. That’s .5 percent to a popula- 
tion that represents over 12 percent 
of the nation. Clearly, what we have 
here is economic exploitation. 

The NBCC challenges any ma- 
jority owned bank in the nation to 
prove itselftobea notable exception 
to the above claim. However, most 
of you don’t realize this because of 
the spin efforts of the Community 
Reinvestment Act (CRA). Banks 
have established CRA offices that 
buy tables, donate funds and con- 
centrate on the mortgage lending 
sideofbanking This 


chanar of Commerce) determined 
that .5 percent is the best any of the 
banks are doing with Black busi- 
nesses and 1 percent with Hispanic 
businesses. The claims of Nations 
and the commitments of Wells Fargo 
etal, will not hold water. Changes in 
Regulation B are needed immedi- 
ately. 

We have appealed to Alan 
Greenspan of the Federal Reserve 
for a board vote to allow banks to 
voluntarily monitor their efforts with 
minority businesses, specifically by 
race. They considered and then vot- 
edunanimously (Clinton appointees 
included) against our request. The 
fear is that banks are going to be 
totally about the eco- 


is important but certainly the life- 
blood of ourcommunities must come 
from business development which 
creates jobs and cash flow for appli- 
cable neighborhoods. You cannot 
do this without access to capital. The 
largest and most common vehicle 
for capital access is our local banks. 
Thus we have a serious state of af- 
fairs, The “main fishing hole” yields 
only .5 percent of its capacity to us. 

There has been great advocacy 
by many astute brothers and sisters 
to correct this anemic state of af- 
fairs. Banks, drunk on spin artistry, 
have made great pledges to outreach 
and improve business lending. Wells 
Fargo has committed $25 billion in 
minority business loans in Califor- 
nia alone. Bank of America and 
Union banks have followed with 
impressive commitments, Also, Na- 
tions Bank, perhaps the biggest spin 
artist of all, has claimed to be doing 


nomic exploitation that exists. Darn 
well they should! 

Now we must go to the banking 
committees of the House of Repre- 
sentatives and the Senate for relief. 
Also, we must stump and educate 
the Department of Treasury, FDIC 
and the Office of Thrift Supervision. 
This may take up to nine months to 
thoroughly educate and sell both Re- 
publicans and Democrats on the need 
and, at the same time, keep time 
bank lobbyists at bay. 

Monitoring practices of the 
banks’ business lending activities is 
the only way we can evaluate who is 
doing the right thing and who is not. 
Currently, none of themare because, 
in America, if business is hot held 
accountable it probably won’t be too 
responsible. Amending Regulation 
B will economically empower our 
urban and rural communities quick- 
ly. Let us all unite and march toward 
this prize. 
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